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ABSTRACT

This study analyzes the commitments to the Louisiana State

Penitentiary during the fiscal years 1939~L9^0 and 19^5-194^.

It

directs particular attention at the possible effects of the recent
war upon, first, the pattern of crime in the sta.te; second, the

characteristics of the persons admitted to the state penitentiary.

Under the former category are considered the types of crimes for

which sentenced, the place of crime, and the extent of recidivism.
In connection with the latter category, information on race, sex,
ege, marital status, religion, and occupation is analyzed.

Based upon data provided by the Louisiana Department of ■
Institutions, the study disclosed the following:
1.

Fewer persons were committed during 19^5-19^6 than during

1939-1940» the exact numbers being 773 and 79&» respectively.

2.

In the later year, proportionately more persons were

committed for homicide, rape, larceny and property violation,
whereas fewer were sentenced for robbery, aggravated assault,

burglary, forgery, and embezzlement.

3.

There seems to be a positive association between urbanity

and the commitment rate to the state penitentiary.

4.

ITegroes, represented in disproportionately large numbers

among those persons committed, were relatively less important in

the later than in the earlier year.

vili

5.

The persons committee .rere overwhelmingly male, at least

19 of every 20 being so classified during both years.

Fenales

were relatively less important, however, in 19^-5-19^6.
6.

Although the great bulk of the persons entering the

state penitentiary during each of the two years were young, those
committed during 1939-19^+0 were considerably more youthful than

the ones committed during 19^5-19^+6 •

7.

The less-skilled occupational groups furnishod the majority

of the commitments during both years, but they were proportionately

more important prior to the war.

ix
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Purpose

This is a study of the commitments to the Louisiana State
Penitentiary during the fiscal years 1939-1940 and 1945-1946.

Its

object is to analyze the composition of that portion of the criminal
population which, through the administration of the criminal law, has

been committed to the state penitentiary during the above two years,
and by comparison to see what changes occurred during the intervening
period.

1.

The principle objectives may be stated as follows:

To determine both the types of crimes for which the persons

were committed and the changes, if any, in their relative importance
during the interval studied.
2.

To ascertain the places of crimes or the areas from which

the persons were sentenced and to note any changes that took place

in thi3 spatial configuration.
3.

To focus attention upon the extent of recidivism and to

disclose the changes occurring between the two years studied.
4.

To study the make-up of the persons committed with respect

to race, sex, age, marital status, religion, and occupation, and to

note the changing importance of these characteristics.
One basic aim of the investigation is to explore the effect

of the war upon commitments to the state penitentiary.

1

This

2

accounts for the selection for study of the two particular years, one
"before the war and. the other as near to its conclusion as the availability
I

of records would permit.

It is a recognized fact that there will be

some differences occurring between any two years of commitments.

However, the general opinion prevails that war Increases the crime
rate, thus increasing the commitment rate to state penitentiaries.
To what extent any observed changes may be attributed to the Impact of
war cannot be determined.

That the war was in some degree responsible

for part of them, however, seems beyond doubt.

Scope

The study analyzes the 796 prisoners who were committed to
the Louisiana State Penitentiary between July 1, 1939» and. June 30»
19^0, and the 778 prisoners who were committed between July 1, 19^+5,

and June 30, 1W>.
All of these prisoners were committed on conviction of the
offense known as "felony.”

A felony in the State of Louisiana is

defined as any crime for which an offender may be sentenced to

death or imprisonment at hard labor.

Method

After a prisoner has been committed to the Louisiana State
Penitentiary an admission or commitment record form *
P-1,

which

Code of Criminal Law and Procedure of the State of Louisiana.
Second Edition. Edited and Annotated by Benjamin Wall Dart.
Indianapolis: The Bobbs-Merrill Company, 192+3»

contains certain criminal and. personal data about the prisoner, is
filled out.

This form is prepared in duplicate, with the original

being sent to the Research and Statistical Division, Department of
Institutions, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and the duplicate being

retained by the penitentiary for its files.

It is in this manner

that the Department of Institutions is notified of the commitment
to the penitentiary of a new prisoner.

Upon receipt of the *
P-1

form the statistical division transcribes the data from it to
IBM 712726 cards.The penitentiary is supplied with complete
code and classification of description data so that all items may

be filled in by both the number and description.
It was from these IBM 712726 cards that the writer compiled

his data.

By using the IBM Sorting Machine the difficulty and

Inaccuracy of hand tabulation were eliminated.
In this analysis, great reliance has been placed on the socalled ’’comparative method.”

Throughout the study, data from

one period of time are made more meaningful and significant by

comparison with corresponding items of information for another

period.

Limitations of this Study

The nature of the basic materials imposed certain limitations

upon some phases of the analysis.

0

Since these shortcomings in the

A sample of the *
P-1 form and IBM 712726 card will be
found in the Appendix, pp. 103 and 10h.

data will "be treated in some detail in the proper context, they
will be only briefly indicated at this time, i
One of the first difficulties encountered was in trying to

determine the rural-urban distribution of the crimes.

Unfortu

nately, it was not possible to determine whether the crimes for

which the offenders were committed to the state penitentiary took
place in rural or urban areas.

The only information that was

available to the writer was the name of the parish in which the

crime was committed, which also was the parish from which the
person was sentenced.

Since definite information concerning the

place of crime was lacking, the next best thing that was considered

possible was done.

An index of urbanity was worked out by using

the per cent of the population of each parish residing in
incorporated centers in 19^0.

By doing this, it was possible to

relate degree of urbanity of the parishes to the Incidence of
commitments to the state penitentiary.

In the analysis of recidivism the most serious difficulty

was found to be that it was impossible to determine which number
of admission it was for the person

after the first.

In other

words, if'the person was being admitted for the first time, the
admission was lieted as such, but if not for the first time, he
was listed simply as re-admitted, regardless of whether it was
the second, third, fourth, etc., admission.

Even though this

information as to exact number of admission was lacking, it was
still possible to assemble facts at least suggestive of the

5
extent of recidivism.

However, the value of the results would have

been enhanced had the complete information been available for

analysis.
There was one limitation to the analysis of the data on

religion.

The records failed to specify whether the person was

actually a member of the church which he listed, or merely
preferred it.

The lack of this information, although definitely

a handicap, does not prevent one from throwing some light upon this

phase of the study.
Certain limitations were found in regard to the analysis of

the data on occupation.

1.

They may be catalogued as follows:

There was no distinction made between employers and

employees.

No information was available which Indicated whether

the person was self-employed, employer, or employee.
2.

It was also difficult, in some instances, to determine

whether a certain occupation should be classified under the

skilled or semi-skilled group, and in others, whether it should

be classified under the semi-skilled or unskilled group.
•
)
3. No information was available as to the income received,
or the length of time of employment in the stated occupations,
or whether the persons committed were employed at all at the time

of their arrest.

Less serious difficulties were encountered in the analysis
of the data on race, sex, age, and marital status

6
Organization of the Study
i

The study is organized as follows:

Chapter II deals with the Changing Pattern of Crime.

Included in this are the types of crimes for which the persons
were committed; the place of crime, that is, the parish in

which the crime was committed; and the extent of recidivism among
the prisoners who were committed.

Chapter III is a treatment of the general characteristics
of the persons committed in which special attention is directed

toward the changes occurring between the two years in regard to

race, sex, age, marital status, religion, and occupation.
Chapter IV contains the conclusions reached in this study.
Also included is an Appendix which contains a classification

of the major crimes employed in this study, with subtypes under
each; definitions of some of the major crimes; and an occupational

breakdown which shows in detail the various occupations falling

within the general categories.

I
CHATTER II

THE CHANGING PATTERN OF CRIME

To "be discussed, in. this chapter under the changing pattern

of crime are the types of crimes for which the persons were

sentenced, and the number committed for each crime; the place of
crime; and the extent of recidivism.
When studying the commitments to Louisiana State Penitentiary,

one must keep in mind that the number committed is not an index of

the crime rate in Louisiana.

Sutherland says that, "Any record of

crimes, such as arrests, convictions, or commitments to prison,

can be used as an index of crimes committed only on the assumption
that this index maintains a constant ratio to the crimes committed."

He states further.that, "The police statistics are more reliable

for this purpose than court statistics, and court statistics more
reliable than prison statistics, for the further removed the

index is from the crime the greater is the possible number of
procedures that nay affect the index."

2

Prison commitments are not in constant ratio to the crimes

committed because of variations in the use of fines, probation,

Edition.

^Edwin H. Sutherland, Principles of Crlninolofv.
New York: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1939- p. 29.

2Ibid.
7

Third
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and efficiency of law enforcement.
crimes are never caught.

Also, a great number committing

In considering the place of crime, which

is treated in the next section, it is well to keep the above facts

in mind.

There is little doubt that some of the parishes have

better law enforcement than others, thus resulting in more criminals

being apprehended and later sentenced to the penitentiary.

Then,

too, the variations in the uses of fines and probation make it
difficult to establish any definite facts as to the parishes with

the highest crime rates.

It is possible that some cf the lovr ranking

parishes in number of commitments may have higher crime rates than some

of the parishes with high commitment rates.
With the above facts in mind, the object of this chapter is

to analyze the total commitments to Louisiana State Penitentiary

during the fiscal years of 1939-19^0 and 19^5~ 19^6 •

A comparison

is to be made between the two years for the total commitments and

the crimes for which they were committed, the place of crime, and

the extent of recidivism.

The purpose in selecting these particular

years was to get a representative year before the war so that it

could be compared with a fiscal year that came as close to the end
of the war as it was possible to get records for.

It is a

recognized fact that there will be differences occurring between

any two years of commitments, but the general opinion prevails
that war increases the crime rate.

It is also possible that tho

types of crimes may change in relative Importance.

By analyzing

and comparing the commitments for these two years, any notable

9

differences will "be 'brought out.

To what extent the observed, changes

may be attributed, to the impact of war cannot, be determined.

That the

war was in some degree responsible for some of them, however, seems

beyond doubt.

It must be remembered that the fiscal year begins on July 1.
Therefore, the United States was still engaged in war with Japan

(until August 14-, 19^5 ) during part of the fiscal year iy+5-19^6

with which these records deal.

This means that during the major

part of the fiscal year 19^5-19^6, the majority of the men in the
age groups having the highest criminality were still in the armed

forces.
First to be analyzed is the total number committed and the
type of crime for which they were committed.

Type of Crime Committed

Crime is defined legally as a violation of the law.

Each

person who enters the penitentiary has been sentenced for a specific
crime or crimes, and is, therefore, tabulated as a murderer, burglar,

rapist, forger, etc.

That such a tabulation is of value there is no

doubt, but it is important that the student of criminology keep in

mind that at one time in life a murderer might have been a robber,

a rapist, a forger, or a combination of any of these.

Therefore,

just because a person was admitted for one of the following crimes
is no indication that he has never committed another type.

10

Persons committed, to Louisiana State Penitentiary were sentenced.
i

for one or more of 21 major types of crimes.

As listed by the Department

of Institutions, they are as follows’.^

(1)

Homicide

(2)

Rape

(3)

Robbery

(b)

Aggravated Assault

(5)

Burglary
I

(6)

Other Major Offenses

(7)

Minor Assaults, etc.

(8)

Larceny and Property Violation

(9)

Auto Theft

(10)

Forgery

(11)

Embezzlement

(12)

Violation of Weapon Laws

(13)

Sex Offenses

(lb)

Violation of Marriage Laws

(15)

Offense Against Family

(16)

Violation of Drug Laws

(17)

Traffic Law Violation

(18)

Violation of Liquor Laws

(19)

Disorderly Conduct

(20)

Gambling

(21)

Miscellaneous Offenses

*

)

'^See Appendix, pp. 9O-°5» for a further breakdown of these.
Also, a definition of each crime is given in Appendix, pp. 9^“99»

11

Since there were no commitments for sone of these crimes—i.e.,

no one was committed for Elinor assaults, apto theft, violation of
weapon laws, offense against the family, violation of liquor laws,
and. gambling during 1939-19^» and there were no commitments for

■violation of weapon laws, offense against the family, traffic law
violation, violation of liquor laws, disorderly conduct, and
miscellaneous offenses during 19^5-19^6, and for some others there
were so few commitments, the types of crimes were narrowed down into

fewer categories.

<

These categories are as follows:

(1)

Homicide

(2)

Rape

(3)

Robbery

(4)

Aggravated Assault

(5)

3urglary

(6)

Larceny and Property Violation

(7)

Forgery

(8)

Embezzlement

(9)

All other—which includes other major offenses, minor

assaults, auto theft, violation of weapon laws, sex
offenses, violation of marriage laws, offense against
the family, violation of drug laws, traffic law violation,

violation of liquoi' laws, disorderly conduct, gambling,

and miscellaneous offenses.

Table I presents a breakdown of the persons admitted to
Louisiana State Penitentiary during the fiscal years 1939-19W)

and 1945-19146, according to the type of crime committed.

It is

TABLE I

COMMITMENTS TO LOUISIANA STATE PENITENTIARY DURING THE FISCAL YEARS
1939-1940 ACT 1945-1946, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO THE TYPE OF CRIME
COMMITTED.

Tyne of Crime
Committed

1939-1940
Number
Percent

Homicide
Rape
Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Burglary
Larceny and Prop. Vio.
Forgery
Embezzlement
All Other

80
13
59
58
308
187
39
28
24

Total

796

1945-19^
Number
Percent

10.1
1.6
7.4
7.3
38.7
23.5
4.9
3-5
3.0

94
24
38
46
266
210
31
1
68

12.1
3.1
4.9
5.9
34.2
27.0
3.9
0.1
8.8

100.0

778

100.0

/
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apparent that the total commitments were somewhat fewer during the
fiscal year 1945-19^6 than during 1939-1940, the numbers for these

years "being 778 and 796, respectively.

This makes it appear that

the crime rate experienced no upsurge immediately following the war.

However, as has already been pointed out, the commitment rate to
the penitentiary is not a reliable index of the crime rate.

It can

be said, though, that if there was an increase of the crime rate in
Louisiana during the war, it was not reflected in admissions to the

state penitentiary during 1945-1946.
There were some significant changes in the importance of the
various types of crimes during the period studied.

Homicide, rape,

larceny and property violation, and the “all other” group were

proportionately more frequently the causes for commitment during
1945-1946 than during 1939-1940.

On the other hand, robbery,

aggravated assault, burglary, forgery, and embezzlement seemed to
decrease

in importance, causing relatively fewer commitments

during the later than during the earlier year.
The number committed for homicide during 1945-1946 was larger

by 14 than the corresponding crime during 1939-1940.

Eighty were

committed for homicide in the latter period and 94 during the

former.

Not only was there an absolute increase in the number

charged with homicide, but also the proportion of persons so
classified increased substantially.

During 1939-19^40, homicide was

listed as the crime of only 10.1 per cent of the total admitted, but

during 1945-1946, it accounted for 12.1 per cent of the total.

Thus

14

this type of crime experienced, an absolute and. relative increase in
Importance during the six-year interval.

Even though homicide has increased in importance, it does not

necessarily mean than murder and felonious manslaughter have increased.
These homicides include homicides due to negligence, especially those
attributed to the reckless driving of motor vehicles.
The absolute and relative increase in the number sentenced for
rape was, perhaps, the most significant.

Even though the total

number committed on this count was relatively small, it was almost
twice as large during the later as during the earlier year studied.
The total number committed during 1939-1940 was 13. during 194-5-1946,

24.

Rape also made a significant gain in relative importance; it

accounted for only 1.6 per cent of commitments during the year before

the war as compared with 3.1 per cent during the one nt the close of
the war.
The number committed for robbery decreased by 21.

There were

59 committed for robbery during 1939-1940 and only 38 during 19451946.

There was also a considerable decline in the proportionate

importance of those sentenced for robbery.

This crime reportedly

caused the commitment of 7«3 per cent of all during the earlier

year, but of only 4.9 per cent of the total during the later year.
What has been said about robbery above can be said for aggravated

assault.

There was a decrease in the number committed for aggravated

assault during 1945-1946 from the corresponding figure during 1939-1940

15

The number admitted, during 1939-1940 wns 58; during 1945-1946» 46.

This represents a decline of 12.

There v/aa'a decrease in the proportion

of the total which those committed for aggravated assault represented

from 7.3 per cent the year before the war to only 5
9
*

per cent during

the year at the close of the war.

More persons were committed for burglary than for any other
crime.

This is true for both years under study.

However, there were

fewer of such admissions during 1945-1946 (266 cases) than there were
during 1939-1940 (308 cases).

Even with the decrease, the number

committed still represented over one-third (34.2 per cent) of all
those committed during 1945-1946, which is a little less than the

corresponding figure of 38.7 during 1939-1940.

Larceny and property violation is the second most important
crime as gauged by the number of commitments to the state penitentiary.
Unlike burglary, it was more important both absolutely and relatively

during 1945-1946 than during 1939-1940.

Specifically, 27 more persons

were committed for this general category of crime during the later

year.

Larceny and property violation made up 23
5
*

per cent of all

persons admitted during the earlier period as compared with 27.0
per cent during the later interval studied.
The number committed for forgery decreased slightly from 39
during 1939-1940 to 31 during 1945-1946.

The number committed for embezzlement showed the greatest
decline.

This category, which contained 28 persons during 1939-1940,

dropped to an amazing low of only one during 1945-1946.

From the

16
relative standpoint, the persons sentenced, for embezzlement dwindled

from 3
5
*

per cent of those entering the penitentiary during the year

before the war to less than one-tenth of one per cent during the
period at the close of the war.

Without any doubt this is the most

significent change of all—even more so than the increase of rape.

The number committed for the "all other" group Bhowed a

startling increase.

During 1939-19^0, 2h were committed for these

crimes, but during 19z+5-191+6, the number was 68.

This group’s

proportionate importance almost tripled; it comprised 3«0 Per cent

of all admissions during the former year as compared with 8.8 per
cent during the latter period.

For the two years as a whole, the total number committed

during 19if'5'”19^6 was 2.3 per cent less than the corresponding
figure during 1939-19^•

It is possible that if the majority of

the men in age groups with the highest criminality had not been
in the armed forces, the number committed during the fiscal year

19^5-1946 would have been greater.

Place of Crime

An attempt will be made in this section to determine which
parishes in the state had the highest rates of commitments to the

state penitentiary during the two fiscal years of 1939-19^ and

*
19^5"19^6

A comparison will be made in order to determine any

changes which occurred.

An attempt will be made also to relate
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the rate of commitments to rural-urban residence by classifying the
parishes according to degree of urbanity.

It is difficult to analyze these two years thoroughly because of
the great number of parishes involved.

Table II gives the number of

crimes occurring in each parish during 1939-1940 and 1945-1946 for

which the offender was committed to the state penitentiary, the per
cent it represents of the total of such crimes in the state, and the

number of such crimes per 10,000 population.

Also included is the

per cent of the population of each parish residing in incorporated
places in 1940.

The number admitted per 10,000 population was used

as an index or measure of rate of commitment.

For example, it would

not be justifiable to say that Orleans Parish had the highest

commitment rate because more persons were admitted from there than

from any other parish.

The total population of the parish must be

taken into consideration in order to give an index of the rate of

commitments to the penitentiary.
There are many changes occurring in the population of the

different parishes during an elapse of such a period of time as
between 1939-1940 and 1945-1946.

To reduce the error in calculating

the rate of admittance per 10,000 population, it is necessary to have

the pnniiIntir>n figures nearest to the year with which you are working.
For the purpose of these computations, the 1940 census figures were

used in arriving at the rate during the fiscal year of 1939-1940.

During the fiscal year of 1945-1946 the Bureau of the Census special

report "Estimated Civilian Population of the United States, By

TABLE II

TEE NUMBER, PEE CENT, AND BATES OF COMMITMENTS TO LOUISIANA STATE PENITENTIARY DURING IKE FISCAL TEARS I939-19L0 AND
1945-1946, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO PARISH OF CRIME AND THE PER CENT OF POPULATION OF THE PARISHES RESIDING IN INCORPO
RATED CENTERS, 1940.

Parish

Acadia
Allen
Ascension
Assunption
Avoyelles

Beauregard
Bienville
Bossier
Caddo
Calcasieu
Caldwell
Cameron
Catalioula
Claiborne
Concordia
DeSoto
East Baton Rouge
East Carroll
East Feliciana
Evangeline

Per cent of population
residing in incorporated
centers, 1940
41.6
36.7
22.4
7.0
26.8
33.4
19.9
23.5
67.5
52.6

11.2
—
17.1
21.7
28.7
20.0
40.0
19.5
37.1
20.4

Number
14
2
3
3
8

3
5
19
66
22
11
—
4
14
4

12
66
2
4
11

1939-1940
Percent n-f Pate per 10,000
•copulation
total
1.8
0.2
0.4
0.4
1.0

0.4
0.6
2.4
8.3
2.7
1.4

0-5
1.8
0.5

l.s
8.3
0.2
0.5
1.4

IB

Number

1245-1946
Percent of Rate per 10,00
total
ponuletlon

10
4
2
1
9

°-5
3
*
°
°«1
1.1

2.5
2.5
1.1
0.6
- '

4
3
10
71
36

0-5
0.4
1-3
?•!
4.o

2.7
1.5
3.4
5.1
4.9

9.1
—
2.7
4.7
2.7

6
—
8
4
3

0.8
—
o
i*
0-5

5.8
__
6.5
1.6

4
*
0

2.3

3.8
7.5
1.1
2.2
3.6

8
58

1-0
7.4
1-1
°-5
0.8

3.1
5.4
5.7
2’3
2.1

3.0
1.1
1.4
1.6
2.0

2.0
2.3
5.7
4.4
3.9

9

4
6

CABLE II (CONTINUED)

TEE NUMBER, PER CENT, AND RATES OF COMMITMENTS TO LOUISIANA STATE PENITENTIARY DURING TEE FISCAL YEARS 1939-19^0 AND
19^-19^6, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO PARISH OF CRIME AND THE PER CENT OF POPULATION OF THE PARISHES RESIDING IN INCORPO
RATED CENTERS, 19^0.

Parish
Franklin
Gyant
Iberia
Iberville
Jackson
J efferson
Jefferson Davis
Lafayette
Lafourche
LaSalle

I

1

B

B
■

Lincoln
Livingston
IPdison
Morehouse
Natchitoches

Orleans
Ouachita
Placuemines
Pointe Coupee
Panicles

Percent of population
residing _in incorporated
centers, 19^_____________

1232^12^
1111311 er

Percent of
'
total

MM rer 10,00.0
population

____________________ 19^5-19^6________________
Percent of Pate rer 10,000

Number

total

uovulation

°*
13
13.6
48.9
28.2
29.1

23z
6
5
6
4

2.8
0.8
0.6
0.8
0.5

7.1
3-8
1.3
2.2
2.2

13
7
12
2
2

1.7
0.9
1.5
0.3
0.3

4.6
4.5
3.5
0.8
1.4

38.3
50.
<1.0
17. h
20.3

10
2
8
11
10

1.3
0.2
1.0
1.4
1.3

2.0
0.8
1.8
2.8
9.1

15
12
9
4
6

1.9
1.5
1.1
0.5
0.8

2.4
5.3
2.2
1.1
5.1

33-5
9.3
32.7
31.3
21.1

8
5
14
17
20

100.0
62.3
—
12.5
51-1

107
0 /I
Zo

1.0
0.6
1.8
2.1
2.5
13.4
3-3
0.4
0.5
3.6

3
4
29
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3.2
2.8
7.6
6.2
4.9

2.2
4.4
2.4
1.7
3.9

3
3
8
13
8

0.4
0.4
1.0
1.7
1.0

192
27
2
7
45

24.7
3-5
0.3
0.9
5.8

1.5
1.9
5-1
5.2
2.2
3.7
4.7
1.8
3.5
5.1

TABLE II (CONTINUED)
THE NUMBER, PER CENT, AND RATES OF COMMITMENTS TO LOUISIANA STATE PENITENTIARY DURING THE FISCAL YEARS 1939-1940 AND
I945-I946, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO PARISH OF CRIME AND THE PER CENT OF POPULATION OF THE PARISHES RESIDING IN INCORPO
RATED CENTERS, 1940.

Parish

Percent of population
residing in incorporated,
centers, 1940

Himber

________1939-1940______________
Percent of Rate per 10,000
total
population

__________1245-1946_____________
Percent of R^te per 10,000
Number
' total
Population

2-3
2.4
1.9
1.4
1.7

Red River
Richmond
Sabine
St, Bernard
St. Charles

8.1
20.0
18.1
—
--

3
13
11
3
3

0.4
1.6
1.4
0.4
0.4

1.9
4.5
4.7
4.1
2.4

3
6
4
1
2

0.4
0.8
0.5
0.1
0.3

St.
St.
St.
St,
St.

4.1
13.1
—
30.1
21.8

1
1
15
1

0.1

1.0

-

-

0.1
1.9
0.1

0.7
2.1
0.4

1
17
6

0.1
2.2
0.8

0.8
0 • L?
<
ZL
9•O
A
Z-

St. Mary
St. Tannany
Tangipohoa
Tensas
Terrebonne

50.6
43.9
37.5
15.5
25.2

16
14
22
9
10

2.0
1.8
2.7
1.1
1.3

5.1
5.9
4.8
5.6
2.8

12
12
6
2
6

1.5
1.5
0.8
0.3
0.8

3.7
5.2
1 u
1.5
1.7

Union
Vermilion
Vernon
Washington
Webster

15.5
35.8
19.4
48.4
29.4

10
7
3
17
13

1.3
0.9
0.4
2.1
1.6

4.8
1.8
1.6
4.9
3.9

2
6
10
19
7

0.3
0.8
1.3
2.4
0.9

Helena
James
John the Baptist
Landry
Martin

20

—

1.1
1.5
4.0
5.8
2.1

ZABLE II (CONTINUED)
THE NUMBER, PER CENT, AND RATES OF COMMITMENTS TO LOUISIANA STATE PENITENTIARY DURING- THE FISCAL YEARS 1939-1940 AND
1945-1946, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO PARISH OF CRIME AND THE PER CENT OF POPULATION OF THE PARISHES RESIDING IN INCORPO
RATED CENTERS, 1940.

Percent of population
residing in incorporated
centers, 1940

Parish

West Baton Rouge
West Carroll
West Feliciana
Winn

Total
Louisiana

25.1
10.6
7.0
29.3

Number

Percent of
total

7
6
3
17

0.9
0.8
0.4
2.1

796

100.0

Rate per 10,000
•copulation

6.2
3.1
2.6
10.0

3.36

21

Number

Percent of
total

2
5

0.4
0.3
0.6

778

100.0

3

Rate per 10,r
population

2.9
2.0
3-5

3-35

22
Counties, November 1, 19
*4-3»

M was used.

This population report was

■based on the registration for War Ration Book Four, and released by
the Bureau of the Census February 15, 19
*4•

This estimate is more

suitable for the calculations for the year *419
+65-19

than the 19
*4-0

census because it reflects to some extent the population redistribution
occasioned by the overall war effort.

It should be mentioned here that the place of crime does not
represent the residence of the person committing the crime.

When

designated by parishes, however, this place of crime is the same as

the place from which the person was sentenced.

From observation of Table II, it is apparent that Orleans Parish
sentenced more persons to Louisiana State Penitentiary than did any
other parish.

This was true during 1939-19
40
*

as well as during 19
45*

It is significant to note that 85 more were sentenced during

*4-6.
19
4-6
*
1945-19

than during 1939-19
4-0.
*

Also, nearly one-fourth of all

persons admitted to Louisiana State Penitentiary during *
1965-19
4
were sentenced from Orleans Parish (the per cent being 24.7).

4-0,
*
1939-19
*413.

During

the ones sentenced from Orleans Parish represented only

per cent of the total.

Looking at these figures, one might

come to the hasty conclusion that Orleans Parish is the most criminal

of all the parishes.

This, however, does not seem to be true.

Orleans Parish has a fairly small number of commitments per 10,000

population.

The rate during 1939-19
4-0
*

it had increased to 3.7.

was 2.2 and during *419-6
-5-19
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There were two parishes from which no one was sentenced, during
these two years.

They were Cameron and. St. James.

There were also

two parishes, St. Helena and. West Carroll, which had commitments
during 1939-1940 but did not have any during 1945-1946.

One of the greatest changes occurred in the rate of commitments

from Winn Parish. During 1939-1940, it was the highest of any parish

in the state, being 10 persons per 10,000 population.

1946, this rate had dropped to 3
5
*

During 1945-

persons.

An attempt to analyze all of the multitudinous changes that
occurred in the commitment rates of the various parishes between the

two years would yield only questionable results but use much time and
space.

However, one may to an advantage examine a few of the parishes

that have the highest commitment rates and a few of those that have
the lowest rates.

Table III presents the five parishes with the

highest rates of commitment per 10,000 population during the fiscal

years 1939-1940 and 1945-1946.
Caldwell and East Baton Rouge Parishes are represented in both

years.

However, the rate for each of these parishes showed a

considerable decline.

Another thing worth noting is that the lowest

rate of the group (for East Baton Rouge) during 1939-1940 is higher

than the highest rate of the group (for Catahoula Parish) during
1945-1946.
In Table IV are given the five parishes having the lowest rates

of commitment during the fiscal years of 1939-1940 and 1945-1946.
During the former period there were only two parishes (Cameron and

TABLE III
FIVE PARISHES WITH HIGHEST RATES OF COMMITMENTS TO THE LOUISIANA STATE
PENITENTIARY DURING THE FISCAL YEARS 1939-1940 AND 1945-1946.

Parish

1939-1940_____________
Rate -per
10.000 pop.

Winn

10.0

______________

Parish

1945-1946
Rate yer
10,000 pop.

Catahoula

6.5

Caldwell

9.1

Caldwell

5.8

LaSalle

9.1

Washington

5.8

Madison

7.6

East Carroll

5.7

East Baton Rouge

7.5

East Baton Rouge

5.4

FIVE PARISHES WITH THE LOWEST RATES OF COMMITMENTS TO THE LOUISIANA STATE
PENITENTIARY DURING THE FISCAL YEARS 1939-1940 AND 1945-1946.

Parish

1939-1940
Rate -per
10,000 -po-p.

Parish

1945-1946
Rate -per
10,000 -pop.

Cameron

0

Cameron

0

St. James

0

St. James

0

St. Martin

0.4

St. Helena

0

St. John the
Baptist

0.7

West Carroll

0

Jefferson Davis

0.8

Assumption

0.6
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St. James) from which there were no commitments. During the latter

year there were four, Cameron, St. James, St. Helena, and. West

Carroil.
As has been repeatedly stated, these data, which relate number

of commitments to population, do not indicate conclusively the
relative prevalence of crime among the parishes.

It 1b a well-known

fact that all persons committing felonies are not sent to prison.

There are variations in the use of fines, probation, and other
alternatives to imprisonment.

It cannot be definitely determined,

but it is possible that some of the parishes with a low commitment
rate should have had a high commitment rate.

Taking the state as a whole, there was very little difference
between the commitment rate during 1939“1940 and that during 1945”

1946.

It amounted to 3.36 persons per 10,000 population during the

former year as compared with the corresponding figure of 3«35 during

the latter.

Generally speaking, then, one may say that the difference

is negligible.

The Rural-Urban Distribution of the Crimes

Unfortunately, in this study, it was not possible to determine

whether the crimes for which the offenders were committed to the
state penitentiary took place in rural or urban areas.

Since this

information was lacking, the next best thing that was considered
possible was done.

An index of urbanity was worked out by using

the per cent of the population of each parish residing in incorporated

27
centers in 19^0
*

For several reasons this method, was used, instead

of the conventional division into rural and urban given by the

Bureau of the Census.

Perhaps, the whole matter can be explained

best by quoting from T. Lynn Smith’s "The Population of Louisiana:
Its Composition and Changes."

In regard to an index of urbanity,

Smith has to say, in part,
"The first thought is always to approach the
problem with the conventional division into rural
and urban given by the Bureau of the Census. But
for many purposes the conventional rural-urban
dichotomy lacks significance. The situation in
the State of Louisiana can be demonstrated very
easily. In Louisiana, one parish (Orleans) is
entirely urban, being coextensive with the city
of New Orleans. Of the remaining 63 parishes,
35 contain places of 2,500 or over, and constitute
a group for which the per cent of urban in the
population might serve as a fairly useful index.
But there still remain 28 parishes with no urban
centers whatsoever.^" To equate urban Influence
in all of these to zero is hardly justifiable.
This is especially true in view of the fact that
some of them contain villages that are nearly as
large as those classed as towns (2,500-over),
centers of size that constitute the urban portions
of other parishes. Furthermore, there is a
considerable difference in the extent to which
the various parishes are subject to city
influences. Some parishes that lack urban
aggregates are very close to the large centers.
For example, St. Bernard and portions of
Plaquemines Parishes are in the immediate
vicinity of New Orleans, and the city actually
overspreads part of St. Bernard; yet these
parishes contain no population classed as urban.

“The se figures were based on the 1930 census. According
to the 19^0 census, there are only twenty-three parishes with no
urban centers, which leaves forty parishes containing places of
2,500 or over, and one parish (Orleans) which is entirely urban.
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On the other hand., parishes such as Vernon and. Beauregard.,
well-known to be in the most remote portions of the state,
are credited, with a considerable urban population.
Obviously, the per cent of urban population is a very
inadequate yardstick by which to measure the degree of
urbanity of a parish or county.“5
As a feasible solution for these difficulties in measuring

urbanity by the rural-urban approach, Smith suggests the use of the

per cent of the population residing in incorporated centers as an
index.
Table II shows the percentage of the population of Louisiana

residing in incorporated centers, by parishes, 19^0.

To illustrate

better the correlation between urbanity and. rate of commitment,

Table V was prepared.

In this table all parishes, say, for example,

that had less than 10 per cent of their population residing in
incorporated places fell in the first group.

The total populations

of all of these parishes were added, then divided into the total

number of commitments from these parishes.

The quotient was then

adjusted to yield the number of commitments per 10,000 population.
The same procedure was used for each group.

Table V gives the

results in detail.
It is apparent from Table V that the commitment rate does not
necessarily increase as the urbanity of the parish increases.

However, as has already been stated, one does not know where any

^T. Lynn Smith, "The Population of Louisiana;
Its Composition
and Changes." Louisiana Bulletin No. 293, Louisiana State University,
1937. p. 21.

TAELE V

THE PARISHES OF LOUISIANA, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO DEGREE OF URBANITY,
1940, AND THE COMMITMENT RATE TO THE LOUISIANA STATE PENITENTIARY,
1939-1940 AND 1945-1946.

Fercent of -dot).
residing in
Incorporated
centers. 1940

Number of
parishes

Commitment rnte per 10.000 pot).
1945-1946
1939-1940

Under 10

10

1.9

1.2

10-19.9

14

3.5

2.5

20-29.9

17

4.1

2.2

30-39.9

10

3.1

2.1

40-49.9

5

5.1

4.8

50-over

8

2.9

4.4

1
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of the crimes were actually committed, that is, whether in the city

or the rural area.

For both periods studied, the commitment rate

per 10,000 population was lowest for the most rural parishes, i.e.»
those with less than 10 per cent of their population residing in

incorporated places.

For this group of parishes, it specifically

amounted to 1.9 per 10,000 population during 1939-19^0 und 1.2
during 1945-1946.

This makes it appear that the commitment rate

was declining slightly through the war years for the most rural
parishes.
The commitment rate during the later year was also less than that

during the earlier year for all groups of parishes having less than
50 per cent of their populations residing in incorporated centers.

The highest commitment rate for any per cent group fell in those

parishes which had between 40-49.9 per cent of their populations
residing in incorporated places.

During 1939-1940, the commitment

rate was 5.1 per 10,000 population for those parishes falling in
this group, and during 1945-1946, 4.8, which was less than the

figure for the earlier year, but substantially greater than those
for the other groups during the latter year.

Perhaps the most significant conclusion that comes out of
this analysis is that during 1939-1940 the commitment rate varied

for the different per cent groups, being as low as 2.9 for the

most urban parishes; whereas, during 1945-1946 the larger commitment
rates came from the more urban parishes.

Only the most rural parishes

had a lower commitment rate during 1939-1940.
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The following conclusions may be stated, for the rural-urban

distribution of rates of commitments for 1939-19^ and 19^-5-19^1

1.

The most rural parishes had the lowest commitment rates

during both years, with those during 19^5-19^6 being lower than

those during 1939-19^0.
2.

The commitment rates for the most urban parishes were

higher during 1945-19^6 than during 1939-19^, while in other parishes
the reverse was true.

3.

Though these figures do not conclusively show a close and

clear-cut association between urbanity and the rate of commitment,

they do suggest that the two factors are positively related.

Recidivism

A "recidivist," as the term is used here, is a prisoner who
has previously been in correctional custody.

One might well ask what present-day statistics on recidivism
in adult prisons indicate.

The best guess is that they reflect in

large part the policies of criminal justice and disposition of cases

in courts, the development and use of specialized facilities for

serious offenders, and above all the use and efficiency of criminal
identification work.

To some extent (no one knows how much) they

reflect the limited ability and ineffectiveness of the rehabilitation

and protective machinery of society.6

^Walter C. Reckless, Criminal Behavior.

New York and London:

First Edition.

McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 1940. p. 357.
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Also, information on the extent of recidivism among prisoners is

of importance in indicating the extent to which(Criminal habits have
been fixed.

Whatever the figures show on this question, the real

situation is probably worse, due to the incompleteness of prison
records and to the fact that most prisoners have probably had

considerable experience in crime for which no convictions or
commitments have taken place.?

In the analysis of the extent of recidivism of the persons
committed to the Louisiana State Penitentiary during the fiscal years
0
*
1939-19^

and 19^5-19^» there were found certain limitations to the

interpretation of the data.

It is believed that the information

reported here is an understatement of the actual extent of recidivism
among the group studied.

1.

These limitations are, principally:

There is a great possibility that some of the persons who

were committed should have been classified as recidivist but were
not.

It is possible that some of the prisoners
*

early records have

escaped the modern system of filing.
2.

There are probably some prisoners who have migrated to

Louisiana after having served a sentence in a penal Institution of

some other state.

If these other states were negligent in reporting

their commitment to any central bureau, the prisoner's previous

record would not be known, unless he voluntarily gives the information.

"^Arthur Evans Wood and John Barker Waite, Crime and its
Treatment.

New York:

American Book Co., 19^1• pp. 263-26h.
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3.

Another limitation is that it was impossible to tell what
i

number of admissions it was for the person after the first.

In other

words, if the person was being admitted for the first time it was
listed a6 so, but if for other times he was listed as re-admitted,

regardless of whether it was the second, third, fourth, etc.
admission.

Some of the prisoners in all likelihood had been committed

several times before.

However, with the above limitations, it is still possible to
make a comparison between the two years under study.

The error

cannot be predicted, but it can be assumed that there Is Just about

as much error for one year as there is for the other.

Table VI

gives the type of admission to the Louisiana State Penitentiary
for the fiscal years 1939-19^0 and 19^5-19^-6.

It is apparent from an analysis of Table VI that the rate of
recidivism was greater among the persons committed during 1939-19^0

than among those admitted during 19^5-19^6•

Out of the 79& persons

admitted during the former year, LO per cent (318 cases) had had

previous commitment records.

This was the case for only 23.4 per cent

(182 cases) of the ones entering during the latter year.

This

difference is certainly significant, but its cause is not apparent
to the writer.

Perhaps several factors have something to do in

bringing the difference about.

As to the cause of recidivism in general, Professor Sutherland

gives the best explanation that the writer has found.

Sutherland

says that, “the persistence of criminals in their crimes may be

TABLE VI
COMMITMENTS TO THE LOUISIANA STATE PENITENTIARY DURING TEE FISCAL YEARS
1939-1940 AND 1945-1946, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO TYPE OF ADMISSION.

Type of Admission

1939-1940
Percent
Number

1945-1946
Percent
Number

First Admission

465

58.4

582

74.8

Re-admitted

318

40.0

182

23.4

13

1.6

14

1.8

796

100.0

778

100.0

Unknown

Total
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explained either in terms of the characteristics and conditions of
the offenders or in terms of the inadequacy of agencies of reformation.

The first involves a social psychology of the recidivist; the second,
an analysis of the technique of reformation."®

Explanations found

under the social psychology of the recidivists are as follows:
1.

One of the explanations of persistence in crime is habit

formation; persistence in crime is merely persistence of habitB;
2.

Isolation from law-abiding society has been suggested as

another explanation of recidivism;

3.

Another explanation of the persistence of the criminal is

found in the criminality and near-criminality in the general
society;
4.

Again, the criminal, by reason of his crime and the methods

of dealing with his crime, forms associations, loyalties, and attitudes
which tend to persist;

5.

Finally, persistence in criminal behavior has been explained

as due to personality traits, such a3 mental defectiveness, emotional
instability, mental conflict, egocentrism, and psychosis.

The second explanation of recidivism is that the methods of
reformation are inadequate.

Professor Sutherland states that every

policy that has been tried resulted in a large proportion of failures.
This includes penal measures, case-work measures, fines, probation,
and parole.9

^Sutherland, op. cit., p. 585»
91b id.
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About the only conclusion that can be drawn from this analysis
of the rate of recidivism is that more recidivists were found in the

commitments during the fiscal year of 1939-19^+0 than were found
during the year 19^+5~19il-6.

It would be almost impossible to

determine the cause of this difference.
are a great number of factors involved.

Without any doubt, there

I

CHAPTER III
CHARACTERISTICS OR THE ADMITTEES

This chapter analyzes the characteristics of all persons

committed to the Louisiana State Penitentiary during the fiscal
years 1939-19^0 and 19^5-19^6•

include:

The characteristics treated

race, sex, age, marital status, religion, and

occupation.

In the following section on race, an analysis will be made
of the commitments of members of the white and ITegro races.

Representatives of other races were not included among those
committed during the two years under study.

Race

Rate of Commitment to State Penitentiary:

Statistical records

show that, in proportion to adult population, 'Tegroes are arrested,

convicted, and committed to prisons a little less than three times
as frequently as are native white persons.1-

This is on the basis

of the nation as a whole, so any differences will be pointed out
between the rate of commitment in Louisiana and this.

What then, we may ask, is responsible for this higher rate of
commitment for Wegroes?

Are they more criminal than the whites?

^Sutherland, on. cit.. p. 120.
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The general concensus seems to "be that crime is not a matter of racial
characteristics; that whatever the apparent differences among the

so-called races as to their relative responsibility for offenses, they
are largely to be explained by reference to the varying economic and

social conditions to be found among the races. Sutherland says, "The

significance of race as a biological factor could be determined only

by comparing Negroes of a specified economic and cultural status with
native white persons of the same status.

Any such comparisons would be impossible in this study.
Consequently, without getting involved in causal factors, a comparison

will be made between the commitments of the two races during the fiscal
years of 1939-1940 and 1945-1946.

Table VII gives this in detail.

It is apparent from an analysis of Table VII that significantly
larger proportions of Negroes than of whites are included among those

persons entering the state penitentiary.
but is less so for 1945-1946.

This is true for both years,

Of the 796 commitments during 1939-1940,

67.6 per cent (538 cases) were Negro, the remaining 32.A per cent
(258 cases) were white.

Of the 778 commitments during 1945-1946,

57.3 per cent (446 cases) were Negro, the remaining 42.7 per cent

(332 cases) were white.

The more frequent commitment of Negroes

becomes more significant when the percentage of the Negroes in the
adult population is considered.

In 1940 the percentage of Negroes

in the adult population was 34.7 per cent; of whites, 65.1 per cent;

2Ibid.. p. 122.

TABLE VII
COMMITMENTS TO THE LOUISIANA STATE PENITENTIARY DURING THE FISCAL
YEARS 1939-1940 AND 192+5-1946, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RACE.

1939-1940
Percent
Number

Race

1945-1946
Percent
Numb er

White.

258

32.4

332

42.7

Negro

538

67.6

446

57.3

796

100.0

778

100.0

Total

39

40
and of other races, 0.2 per cent.3
i

Perhaps the racial differential as well as the change that
occurred can he "best illustrated if the rate of commitments per

10,000 adult population is given.

Table VIII contains this

information.

The commitment rate for Negroes was higher during 1939-1940
than it was during 194-5-1946, but the rate for the whites was just

the opposite—lower during the former year and higher during the
latter.

For the total commitments there was very little difference,

with the rate being 4.3 during the earlier year and 4.7 during the

later.
This also shows that in proportion to adult population, Negroes
were committed 3.9 times as frequently as the whites during 1939-1940,

but only 2.5 times as frequently during the later year.

Type of Crime for Which Committed;

There were some significant

changes in the importance of the various types of crimes for which

the two races were sentenced during the period studied.
Table IX indicates that relatively larger numbers of Negroes
were sentenced for homicide and aggravated assault than were the

whites during the two years studied.

On the other hand, relatively

larger numbers of whites were committed for robbery, larceny and

property violation, forgery, and the "all other” group of crimes than

3Por the purposes of this study, the adult population is
assumed to include all persons over 15 years of age.

TABLE VIII

EATES OF COMMITMENT PER 10,000 ADULT POPULATION TO THE LOUISIANA
STATE PENITENTIARY DURING THE FISCAL YEARS 1939-1940 AND 1945-1946,
CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RACE

1939-1940

1945-1946

White

2.4

3.1

Negro

9.3

7.7

Total

4.8

4.7

Race
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TABLE IX
COMMITMENTS TO THE LOUISIANA STATE PENITENTIARY DURING THE FISCAL YEARS I939-19A0 AND 1945-1946, CLASSIFIED
ACCORDING TO RACE, AND THS TYPE OF CRIMES COMMITTED.

WHITE

Tyne of
Crime Committed

NEGRO_________ _
~T945~19Z1-6
Percent
Number
Percent

Number

Percent

Number

Percent

Number

75

9

71

13.2

Homicide

19

5.7

16.8

3.4

5

0.9

Rane

2.4

3.6

3.1

8

16

8

18

5.4

25

4.7

4.5

13.1

20

34

11

3-3

51

9.5

7.9

2.7

35

7

120

36.2

218

40.5

32.7

34.8

146

90

126

23.4

115

61

95

28.6

25.8

23.6

18

3.^

12

19

5.7

11

2.0

1

0.2

-

Robbery
Aggra. Assault
Burglary

Lar. & Prop. Vlo.

2.7-

Forgery

21

8.1

Embezzlement

18

6.9

11

12.7

13

2.4

5.8

42

26

4.3

100.0

538

100.0

100.0

100.0

339

446

233

All Other

Total

42

1+3
were Negroes.

The commitments for rape, ’burglary, and embezzlement

varied between the two races.

For example, proportionately more

whites were committed for rape and embezzlement than Negroes during
1939-19^4-0, hut during the later year proportionately more Negroes

were committed for these respective crimes.

For burglary, proportionately

more Negroes were admitted during 1939-19^0 than whites, but during
the later year there were proportionately more whites than Negroes.

Significant changes were found in the number sentenced for the

various crimes within the races themselves.

For the whites, we find

that relatively larger numbers were admitted for homicide, aggravated
assault, burglary, larceny and property violation, and the "all other"

group during 19^5-19^ than during 1939-19^0•

On the other hand,

proportionately fewer were committed for robbery, rape, forgery, and

embezzlement during the later than during the earlier year.

The absolute and relative decrease in the number sentenced for
embezzlement was, perhaps, the most significant of all the changes.

There were 18 committed, during 1939-19^0 and none during 19^5-19^
for this offense.

For the Negro, relatively larger numbers were admitted for homicide,
rape, larceny and property violation, and the “all other" group during

19^5-19^ than during 1939-19i>0.

However, proportionately fewer were

committed for robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, forgery and
embezzlement during the later than during the earlier year.
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Sex

Statistical studies Indicate

Pate of Commitment to Penitentiary?

that sex is an extremely inportant factor in crime.

Apparently, by

whatever measures used, crime in general is predominately a male
activity.

For example, of prisoners received at the Louisiana State

Penitentiary during the fiscal year 1939~19^0» 758 (95
2
*
were males and 38 (4.8 per cent) females.

per cent)

During the fiscal year

1945-1946, there were 744 (95.6 per cent) males to 34 (4.4 per cent)

females.

The differences in the crime rate may be explained in part by
quoting from Clemmer’s The Prison Community.

Clemmer say3, "It is,

of course, the relative physical weakness of women which precludes

their extensive participation in the more violent predatory crimes
to which male offenders are addicted.

factors involved.

But there arc also cultural

The seclusion of women, their greater concern

with domestic affairs, and their protection from the harsh competition

of commercial life, are all influences making against criminal
proclivities and opportunities for women.

There is, moreover, the

likelihood that the courts are more lenient with women offenders,

acquitting them out of a false sense of chivalry, or placing them
on probation, if convicted.

For the view that wotien are inherently

less disposed to crime than men there is little evidence.

Donald Clemmer, The Prison Community,
Christopher Publishing House, 19^• p. 238,

Boston:

The
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Ab has already "been stated above, the number of males committed
far exceeded the number of females for both of the years under Gtudy.

Moreover, it seems from Table X that no outstanding differences
occurred in the commitment rate for the sexes during the intervening
period.

The number committed during 1939-1940 for both sexes was

higher than the number during 1945-1946.

For the former year males

represented 95.2 per cent (758 cases) of those committed, and the
females represented 4.8 per cent (38 cases).

There wa3 very little

change in this for the commitments during 1945-1946, with the males
composing 95
6
*

per cent (744 cases) and the females composing 4.4

per cent (34 cases).

The per cent change in the total commitments for the two years
is somewhat more significant.

The decline in the number of males

was only 1.8 per cent from the number committed in 1939-1940, and

the decline in the number of females was 10.5 per cent.

In actual

numbers, however, there were 14 less males and four less females.
Another way of expressing the change is by giving the rate of

commitment per 10,000 for the adult population, according to sex.

Table XI gives this information, but does not alter the f acts that

have been presented above.

The commitment rate of the males

showed a slight increase—from 9
3
*

per 10,000 adult population

during 1939-1940 to 9.9 during 1945-1946.

However, the commitment

rate for the females decreased from 0.5 during 1939-1940 to 0.4
during the later year.

Tho male to female commitment ratio showed an

increase during 1945-1946 over the earlier year.

In 1939-1940 there

were 18.6 males committed for every one female; during the later year
the ratio had increased to 24.8 males for every one female.

TABLE X

COMMITMENTS TO THE LOUISIANA STATE PENITENTIARY DURING THE FISCAL
YEARS 1939-1940 AND 1945-1946, CIASSIFIED ACCORDING TO SEX.

1939-1940
Percent
Number

Sex
Male
Female

Total

1945-1946
Number
Percent

758

95.2

744

95.6

38

4.8

34

4.4

796

100.0

778

100.0
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TABLE XI

HATES OF COMMITMENT PER 10,000 ADULT POPULATION TO THE LOUISIANA
STATE PENITENTIARY DURING THE FISCAL YEARS 1939-1940 AND 19451946, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO SEX.

Sex

1939-1940

1945-1946

Male

9.3

9.9

Female

0.5

0.4

Total

4.8

4.7

*+7
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In conclusion, it may "be said, that the number of males and

females committed during 1945-1946 (744 and 34, respectively)
was smaller than the number committed during 1939-1940 (758 and

38, respectively).

This indicates that the male to female ratio

was higher for the later year than for the earlier.

During 1945-

1946, there were 24.8 males committed for every one female,
whereas, during the former year the ratio was 18.6.

Types of Crimes for Which Committed:

As was done in the

previous section on race, an attempt will be made here to show

some of the changes occurring In the various types of crimes for
which the sexes were sentenced during the two years studied.

In actual numbers, there were more males committed for the
two years under study.

the crimes

However, when the relative Importance of

is examined, significant differences are found.

For

example, for both years the percent of the females admitted for
homicide and aggravated assault was higher than the per cent of

males admitted for the corresponding crimes.
There are some significant changes occurring in the number
sentenced for the various crimes within the sexes themselves.
Table XII indicates that homicide, rape, larceny and property

violation, and the "all other" group were proportionately more
frequently the causes for commitments for the males during 1945“
1946 than during 1939-1940.

Robbery, aggravated assault, burglary,

forgery, and embezzlement seemed to decrease in importance,

causing relatively fewer commitments during the later than during

TABLE XII

COMMITMOTS TO THE LOTI SIAM SMB rasmBTMT DTOIHO THE FISCAL TEARS 1939-1940 Jan 1945-19A6, CLASSIFIED
ACCORDING TO SEX, AND THE TYPE, NUMBER, AND PER CENT OP CRIMES WHICH THEY COMMITTED.

Types of
Cripe Committed

_____________________ MALE________________
.
1939-1940
1945-1946
Humber
Percent
Number
Percent

___ 1.239tW___

___

'Timber

KugbgX

Percent

—— ------ 26.0

Homicide

68

9.0

85

11.4

12

31.0

9

Rape

13

1.7

24

3.2

—

—

-

Robbery

58

7.6

37

5.0

1

3.0

1

Aggravated Assault

52

6.9

44

5.9

6

16.0

2

Burglary

298

39.3

263

35.4

10

26.0

3

Lar. & Prop. Vio.

181

23.9

196

26.4

6

16.0

14

Forgery

37

4.9

30

4.0

2

5.0

1

Embezzlement

28

3.7

1

0.1

—

All Other

23

3.0

64

8.6

1

3.0

4

758

100.0

744

100.0

38

100.0

34

3.0
6.0

9.0
41.0

3.0
••

12.0

Total

^9

100.0
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the earlier year.

Even though the number sentenced for burglary

decreased, there were still more admitted for this offense than for
any other.

The absolute and relative decrease in the number sentenced for
embezzlement was, perhaps, the most significant of all the changes.

During the earlier year there were 28 committed for this offense,
and there was only one during the later year.
For the females, larceny and property violation and the "all

other" group of offenses were proportionately more frequently the
causes for commitments

during 19^5-19^+6 than during 1939-19^-0.

Commitments for homicide, aggravated assault, burglary, and forgery

seemed to decrease in importance, causing relatively fewer commitments

during the later than during the earlier year.

The number committed

for robbery remained the sane for both years (one), and no females
were committed for embezzlement during either year.
The increase in the number of females a.dnltted for larceny and
property violation during 19^5-19^+6, as compared to the earlier veor,
seemed to be significant.

Not only was there an absolute increase

in the number charged with these crimes, but also the proportion of

females so classified increased substantially.

During this earlier

year, larceny and property violation was listed as the crime of
only 16.0 per cent of the total females admitted, but during the

later year it accounted for hl.O per cent of the total.
The decrease in the number of females admitted for burglary

is also significant.

During the earlier year 10, representing

51

26.0 per cent of the total, were admitted, for this crime; "but during

19h5-192+6» there were three, representing only 9
0
*

per cent of the

total.

Age
Rate of Commitment to Penitentiary:

One of the important factors

related, either directly or indirectly to the frequency and types of
crimes, seems to "be the age of the criminal.

It is rather generally agreed that the age of maximum criminality
lies clearly in the young-adult period of life. Sutherland says that,

"This maximum is not clearly defined, for delinquency or criminality
increases from the ege of ten to about nineteen, where it remains
nearly constant until the age of twenty-seven, after which it

decreases sharply with advancing age.

The Juvenile court statistics

show the number of delinquents increasing steadily until the age of

sixteen, and the boys’ court statistics show the same process
continued to the age of eighteen or nineteen.

Thus there Is no

sharp break at the age of puberty, though this 13 often assumed to
be a period of personal disorganization.

The statistics of police

departments and of prisons Bhow a very decided decrease beginning

shortly before the age of thirty.”5
The commitments to Louisiana State Penitentiary seem to conform

to the above statement.

See Table XIII.

^Sutherland., ox>. dt.. pp. 95-96.

The majority of all the

TABLE XIII
COMMITMENTS TO THE LOUISIANA STATE PENITENTIARY LURING THE FISCAL
YEARS 1939-1940 AMD 1945-1946, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO AGE.

Aee Group

1939-1940
Percent
Hueber

1945-1946
Ui.rber
]Percent

Under 20

166

20.8

149

19.2

20-24

214

26.9

213

27.4

25-29

176

22.1

127

16.3

30-34

84

10.6

95

12.2

35-39

63

7.9

75

9.6

40-44

40

5.0

45

5.8

45-49

18

2.3

31

4.0

50-54

18

2.3

19

2.4

55-59

9

1.1

7

0.9

60-64

8

1.0

7

0.9

65-69

—

—

8

1.0

70 and over

—

—

2

0.3

796

100.0

778

100.0

Totals

52

53

persons committed, are under 30 years of age for both of the years of
study.

Specifically, this vzas the case in the earlier year for 69.8

per cent and in the later year for 62.9 per cent of the prisoners
committed.

The modal class or the age group encompassing the largest

number of those admitted was from 20 through 24.

The commitment rate

is about six times as great for persons within this group

over 50 years of age.

as for those

The rate is about five times as great for those

under 20 and for those 25 to 29 as it is for those over 50»
In comparing the commitment rates of the different age groups

for the two years, few significant changes are noticed.
change is to be found in the age group 25 to 29.

The greatest

The number committed

for this group dropped from 176 or 22.1 per cent of the total during
1939-1940 to 127 or 16.3 per cent of the total during 1945-1946.

The

only other significant decline is to be found in the group under 20
years of ege.

There was a slight increase in

the number committed

for those in the ages between 30 and 49 during 1945-1946.
Table XIV gives the average and median ages for those committed.

They indicate that the persons committed during 1939-19M ware
younger on the average than those committed during 1945—1946.

The

difference is slight, but it is true for both the average and the

median age.
Type of Crime for Which Committed;

As vzas shown in Table XIV,

and as can be 6een in Table XV, there is very little difference in the
median age of the "Densons admitted to the state penitentiary during
1939-19W) as compered to 1945-19i*6»

However, when the medinn age is

TABLE XIV
THE AVERAGE AND MEDIAN AGE OF PERSONS COMMITTED TO THE LOUISIANA
STATE PENITENTIARY DURING THE FISCAL YEARS
1939-1940 AND 19^5-19^.

-

1939-1940

1945-1946

Average Age

27.4

28.8

Median Age

25.4

25.6
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TABLE XV
COMMITMENTS TO THE LOUISIANA STATE PENITENTIARY DURING THE FISCAL
YEARS 1939-1940 AND 1945-1946, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO MEDIAN AGE
AND TYPE OF CRIME.

_1232zl24o
Median Age

1945-1946
Median Age.

Homicide

27.5

29.0

Rape

25.5

25.0

Robbery

20.1

24.5

Aggravated Assault

27.9

29.1

Burglary

22.5

24.9

Larceny and Property Violation.

26.0

24.7

Forgery

20.6

26.0

Embezzlement

36.2

*
19.0

All Other

30.5

27.5

25.4

25.6

Crime Committed

year.

*There was only one committed for embezzlement for this
His age was 19.
55
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analyzed, in relation to the type of crimes committed., significant
differences are found.

From an analysis of Table XV it is apparent that such crimes
as homicide, aggravated assault, embezzlement,^ and those in the

"all other" group were committed by older persons.

Persons committed

for robbery, burglary and forgery are in the younger age group, with
the exception of those admitted for forgery during 19^5-19^6.

Some significant changes occurred in the age and type of crime

committed between the two years under study.

The median age of

those committed for forgery increased from 20.6 during 1939-19^

to 26.0 during the later year.

Persons admitted for homicide,

robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, and forgery during 19^5-19^

had a higher median age than such persons admitted during 1939-19^0
*

However, the median age was lower for those persons committed for

rape, larceny and property violation, embezzlement, and the "all

other" group during the later as compared to the former year.

llarltal Status

Rate of Commitment to State Penitentiary:

This section seeks

to explore the relationship between the rates of commitment to the

state penitentiary and marital status.

The prisoners are classified

according to marital status in one of the following categories:

single,

^A statistically reliable analysis of the age of commitment
for embezzlement cannot be made for 19h5_,19^6 because there was only
one person admitted for this offense during this year. Other studies
Indicate, however, that embezzlement is committed usually by persons
in the older age group.
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married, widowed, divorced, and those living in common law.

Actually,

the marital status of three persons was unknown for each of the two
years under study.
Table XVI indicates that there were proportionately more single
persons committed during both years than any other group.

The statistics

show that about half of all the persons committed for both years were

single, with the married group constituting the next highest.number.

Proportionately more single, widowed, separated, and "common law”

persons were being sentenced during 1939”19^O than during the later

year, with the commitment rate of the single and the separated showing
the greatest decline.

On the other hand, the number of married and

divorced persons committed showed an absolute and relative increase

during 1945-1946 as compared with the former year.

However, when the data are analyzed in regard to the commitment
rate per 10,000 adult population of the same marital status, the results
are not the same as the data in Table XVI would seem to indicate.

For

both years, the divorced had the highest rate of commitment per 10,000

adult population, being 42.1 during 1939-1940 and 18.3 during 1945-1946.

Next to the divorced, the single was the highest, with a commitment rate
of 9.2 and 8.2 for the respective years; the single was followed by the
married group, which had a commitment rate of 2.5 for the earlier year

and 3.3 for the later year.

The group contributing the least number

was the widowed, the commitment rate being 1.5 and 1.3 for the respective
years.

(For the computation of this data, the divorced and separated

persons were combined.

The census only broke marital status down into

single, married, widowed, and divorced.)

TABLE XVI

COMMITMENTS TO THE LOUISIANA STATE PENITENTIARY DURING THE FISCAL
YEARS 1939-19^+0 AND 1945-1946, CLASSIFIED
ACCORDING TO MARITAL STATUS

Marital Status

1939-19212----- r
ITvnler

Single

424

Married.

267

Widowed.

22

Divorced

10

Separated

6?

Common Law

3

Unknown

3

Total

796
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- ------ 19^5—19^6______
Pe_rcpnt

53-3

378

48.6

33.5

345

44.4

2.8

19

2.4

1.2

18

2.3

8.4

15

1.9

0.4

—

-

0.4

3

0.4

100.0

778

100.0
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The above findings vary somewhat from Sutherland’s findings.

Ke

i

found that the commitment rate was the lowest for the married, next
to the lowest for the widowed, next for the single, and highest for the
divorced.7

In conclusion, it may "be said that the rate of commitment to the
state penitentiary per 10,000 adult population of the same marital

status was lowest for the widowed, next to the lowest for the married,
next for the single, and highest for the divorced.

The commitment rate

was lower for the single, widowed, and divorced groups during 19451946 than it was during 1939-1940.

On the other hand, the commitment

rate of the married persons increased during 1945-1946.

Type of Crime for Which Committed:

The majority of all persons

admitted during the two years under study were of single or married
status.

In fact, these two groups include 66.3 per cent of the cases

during 1939-1940 and 93
0
*

per cent of those during 1945-1946.

Therefore,

since so few are represented in the other categories, only an analysis

of the single and married groups will be made here.
Table XVII indicates that relatively larger numbers of single

persons were committed to the state penitentiary for robbery and

burglary than were married persons.

Married persons were committed

in relatively larger numbers for homicide, rape, aggravated assault

larceny and property violation, forgery, and the "all other" group.

7sutherland, op. cit.. p. 170

COMMITMENTS TO TEE LOTTI ST ATTA STATE PENITENTIARY DURING TEE FISCAL YEARS 1939""19^5“! 9^» CLASSIFIED
ACCORDING TO WHETHER SINGLE OR MARRIED, AND THE TIPE OF CRIME.

Type £f
Cripe Coonltted
Honicide

______ _____________ SINGLE
1945-194S
1939-1940
Nunber
Percent
Nunber
Percent
32

Rape '

5

Robbery

35

Aggravated Assault

22

196

Burglary

Lar. & Prop. Vio.

99

20

Forgery
Enbezzlenent

5
10

All Other

Total

424

7.5
1.2
8.3

5.2

46.2

9.8

37

2.4

9

20

5.3

14
163

23.3

98

4.7

10

1.2

1

2.4

26

100.0

378

3-7
43.1

25.9
2.6
0.3

6.9

100.0

6o

MARRIED

---- --------

30
7

15

29
74
68

15
18

11

26?

1Q45“,12^
Percent
Nvobgr
13.6

11.2

47

2.7

13

5.6

15

4.4

10.9

27

7.8

27.7

92

25.5

96

27.8

5.6

19

5.5

3.8

26.7

—

6.7
4.1

3^

10.4

100.0

345

100.0
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This is true for "both years.

During 1939-19^+0. more married persons
i

than single were committed for embezzlement, "both absolutely and
relatively, but just the opposite was true for the later year—more
single than married were committed.

There were also significant changes occurring in the number
committed for different crimes within the single and married groups.

For the single, we find that relatively larger numbers were

admitted for homicide, rape, larceny and property violation, and
the "all other” group during 19^+5-1966 than during 1939-1960.

On the other hand, proportionately fewer were committed for robbery,
aggravated assault, burglary, forgery, and embezzlement during the

later as compared to the earlier year.
In the married group, we find that relatively larger numbers

were admitted for homicide, rape, larceny and property violation,

and the "all other" group during the later than during the former
year.

On the other hand robbery, aggravated assault, buralery,

ann -forgery decreased in’ importance caueing relatively fewer
commitments at the close of than prior to the war.

The decline in the number admitted for embezzlement is the
most significant.

Eighteen were charged with this crime during

the former year as compered to none during the latter.
Even though among the married there was an absolute Increase

in the number committed for burglary and forgery during 1965-19^+6,
there was a relative decrease in the importance of these crimes.

During the earlier year the number committed for burglary represented
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27Ji per cent of the total; whereas, during 19^5-19^6, it represented
t

only 26.7 per cent.

The relative decreaee was slight for forgery,

hut during the former year, it represented 5.6 per cent of the total
and only 5
*

during the later year.

Religion

Upon commitment to the Louisiana State Penitentiary each person
is queried as to his religion.
was found one limitation.

In this analysis on religion, there

This limitation is that the records failed

to specify whether the person was actually a member of the church

which he listed, or merely preferred it.
On the basis of the United States as a whole, Clemmer ha6 to
say in regard to inmates and their religious activity, that,

"Community studies reveal in general that our inmates have had
little or no part in the activities of church life with the exception

of the Roman Catholics, who usually observe the minimal duties, and
also certain sex offenders whose religious zeal often carries over
into their life in prison.Perhaps this is representative of

Louisiana.

Religious preferences found in this analysis are as follows:
Catholic, Protestant, Hebrew, Other and Hone.

Protestants include

Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, and Episcopalians.

Q

Clemmer, op. pit.. p. 51.
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It is apparent from Table XVIII that the majority of persona
admitted, expressed religions preferences.

More Protestants were sentenced during both years under study
than any other group.

During 1939-19^0, 57
2
*

all persons committed were Protestants.
per cent (481 cases) were Protestants.

per cent (455 cases) of

During the later year, 61.8

The "other" group ranked

next to the Protestants in the number admitted during the earlier
year, with Catholics supplying the third highest number.

During

the later year, the Catholics were second, and the "other" group
third in the number admitted.

The majority of the Protestants were

found to be Baptists.
As was stated above, the majority of the persons admitted

expressed religious preferences.

However, this was less true during

1945-1946 than it was during 1939-19^+0» with 45 (5.8 per cent) and
two (0.2 per cent) reporting no religious preferences for the

respective years.

This becomes more significant when consideration

is made that fewer persons were admitted during the latter than
during the former year.

Proportionately more Catholics, Protestants, Hebrews, and those
giving "no" religious preference were committed during 1945-19^6 than

during the earlier year.

Ho Hebrews were sentenced for the earlier

year, but there were 11 admitted during 1945-19^6.

The "other" group

was the only one showing a decrease in number of commitments from the
earlier to the later year, the decrease being from 188 to 52 for

the respective years.

Hot only was there a decrease in the number

TABLE XVIII

COMMITMENTS TO THE LOUISIANA STATE PENITENTIARY DURING THE FISCAL
YEARS 1939-19
4-0
*
AND 1945-1946, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RELIGION.

Religion

1939-1940
Percent
Number

45-1946
*
19
Percent
Number

Catholic

151

19.0

139

24.3

Protestant

455

57.2

481

61.8

Hebrew

—

—

11

1.4

Other

188

23.6

52

6.7

2

0.2

45

5.8

796

100.0

778

100.0

None

Total
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(>5
of the "other" group sentenced., hut the proportion of persons so

classified, decreased, substantially.

During the earlier year this

group constituted 23.6 per cent of all persons admitted, but during

the later year they represented only 6.7 per cent.

The writer is

unable to explain the reason for the abrupt decline in the number of

the "other" group committed during 1945-1966.
In conclusion, then, it nay be said that there was an increase

in the total commitments of all religious denominations during
194-5-1966 as compared to the number a.dmitted during the earlier year,

except the "other" group.

The increased admittance of persons

expressing "no" religious preference during 194-5-1966 seems to be

the most significant gain for this particular year, both absolutely
and relatively.

The decrease in the number of the "other" group

admitted, both absolutely and relatively, during 1945-1966, is
perhaps the mopt significant change occurring between the commitments

for these two years.

The decrease was from 188 (23.6 per cent) in

the earlier year, to 52 (6.7 per cent) in the later year.

Type of Crime for Which Committed.

As the Catholics and the

Protestants constitute the majority of all the persons admitted

for the two years under study, an analysis will be made of only
these groups in this section.

During the earlier year persons

claiming these two religions constituted 76.2 per cent (606 cases)

of all persons committed, and during the later year, 86.1 per cent
(670 cases) of all persons committed.
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It is annarent from Table XIX that Protestants were committed.

i

in larger numbers for all types of crimes than were the Catholics.
In no instance is there a deviation from this in either of the years,

but, of course, there are some differences between the two groups

c
in the relative importance of the various crimes.

Worth noting,

also, is that more Catholics were committed for rape and aggravated
assault during 19^5-19^6 as compared to the earlier year; whereas,

the number of Protestants sentenced for these respective crimes
decreased.

On the other hand, for the respective years, the

number of Protestants committed for forgery increased, and the
number of Catholics decreased.

There were some significant changes in the importance of the
various types of crimes for which the two religious groups were

sentenced during the period studied.

Homicide, rape, aggravated

assault, burglary, larceny and property violation, and the "all

other" group were proportionately more frequently the causes for
commitments for the Catholics during 19^5-19^6 than during 1939-

19^0.

However, robbery, forgery, and embezzlement seemed to

decrease in importance, caxising relatively fewer commitments during

the later than during the earlier year.
Among Catholics, the decrease in the number committed for

robbery and embezzlement is significant, both relatively and
absolutely.

The number committed for robbery during 1945-19^6

was smaller by 11 than the number committed for the corresponding

crime during 1939—19^0
*

Sixteen were committed for robbery during

TABLE XIX
COMMITMENTS TO THE LOUISIANA. STATE PENITENTIARY DURING THE FISCAL YEARS 1939-1940 AND 1945-1946, CLASSIFIED
ACCORDING TO CATHOLICS AND PROTESTANTS, AND TYPE OF CRIME.

Type of
Cr.lae Committed

CATHOLIC
1939-1940
1945-1946
Number
Percent
Number
Percent

PROTESTANT
1939-1940
1945-1OhA
Number
Percent
Number
Percent

14

9.3

19

10.0

50

11.0

56

3

2.0

7

3.7

9

2.0

8

16

10.6

5

2.7

36

7.9

21

4.4

3

2.0

11

5.8

40

8.8

33

6.8

Burglary

52

34.4

72

38.1

167

36.7

175

36.4

Lar. & Prop. Viol.

40

26.5

61

32.3

107

23.5

117

24.3

8

5.3

6

3.2

17

3.7

21

4.4

10

6.6

—

—

15

3-3

1

0.2

5

3.3

8

4.2

14

3.1

49

10.2

151

100.0

189

100.0

455

100.0

481

100.0

Homicide
Rape

Robbery
Aggravated Assault

Forgery

Embezzlement
All other

Total

67

11.6

1.7
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the latter period, and. five during the former.

Not only was there an

absolute decrease in the number charged with robbery, but the proportion

of persons so classified decreased substantially.

During 1939-1940,

the number admitted for robbery represented 10.6 per cent of the

total, but during the later year it represented only 2.7 per cent.

The number committed for embezzlement represented 6.6 per cent of
the total during the earlier year and "none" during the later.
For the Protestants, homicide, larceny and property violation,

forgery, and the “all other" group were proportionately more
frequently the cause for commitment during 1945-1946 than during

the earlier year.

Pape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary,

and embezzlement caused relatively fewer commitments during the
later than during the earlier year.

The most significant decreases in the number of Protestants
admitted during 1945-1946 seemed to be for robbery and embezzlement.

On the other hand, the most significant increase was for the "all

other" group of crimes.
Even though no analysis was made of the commitments of Hebrews

and the type of crime committed, there is one significant fact that
the writer wishes to present.

No Hebrews were committed to the

state penitentiary during 1939-1940, but during 1945-1946, there
were 11.

Of this 11, eight were committed for rape.

This constitutes

33.3 per cent of all persons committed for rape during 1945-1946.
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Occupation
i

It is generally "believed, that information from prisoners

regarding tbeir work life is unreliable.

It is not the tyre of

work or the place of employment about which the prisoners are

occasionally untruthful so much as it is the regularity of their
work.

The data presented in this section may not be accurate in
every detail, due to false reporting of occupational status by

prisoners, but the general indications shown seen to represent

the factual situation.

Also, the occupational status of the

prisoners considered in this study can be regarded as only a
rough index of economic status.

No information was available as

to the income received or the length of time that the prisoners

had be6n employed in their stated occupation, or whether they
were employed at all at the time of commitment.

Obviously, with the large number of occupations reported,

it was necessary to formulate some kind of occupational classit
*
fication

The following socio-economic groups were segregated:

1.

Professional persons.

2.

Clerks and kindred workers.

3.

Agricultural workers.

9

^This is a modification of A. M. Edwards’s Occupational
Classification. See W. S. Woytinsky, Lab or in the United States,
Committee on Social Security, Social Science Research Council,
Washington, D. C.» 1938, p. 239«
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4.

Skilled, workers.

5.

Semi-skilled workers.

6.

Unskilled workers.

7»

Other.

8.

None.

As in Edwards’s classification, the limitation to this classi
fication is that there is no distinction made "between employers

and employees.

No information was available which indicated whether

the person was self-employed, employer, or an employee.

It was also

difficult, in some instances, to determine whether a certain occxroatlon
should "be classified under the skilled ox' semi-skilled group, and in

others, whether it should be classified under the semi-skilled or

unskilled group.

A breakdown as to which occupations have been

included in each class of work can be found in the Appendix, page 100
It is apparent from Table XX that persons represented in the

less skilled occupations furnished the majority of the number committed

for both years.

It must be assumed that there is a high proportion of

the persons included in the occupational class of agriculture and

"other" who are unskilled.

The agricultural, semi-skilled, unskilled,

and "other" groups represented 84 per cent of all those committed
during 1939-1940; whereas, during 1945-1946, this group represented
only 74.8 per cent.
The number of professional persons, clerks and kindred workers,

skilled workers, seni-skilled workers, unskilled workers, and those

with no occupation showed an absolute and relative increase in the

TABLE XX

COMMITMENTS TO THZ LOUISIANA STATZ PENITENT IART DURING THE FISCAL
YEARS 1939-1940 AND 1945-1946, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO OCCUPATION.

Occupation

1939-1940
Number
Percent

19A5-19A6
Percent
Number

Professional persons

10

1.3

17

2.2

Clerks and Kindred Workers

29

3.6

48

6.2

164

20.6

56

7.2

82

10.3

118

15.2

Semi-skilled workers

157

19.7

162

20.8

Unskilled workers

179

22.5

240

30.8

Other

169

21.2

124

15.9

6

0.8

13

1.7

100.0

778

100.0

Agricultural workers
Skilled workers

None

Total

796
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number committed, during 1945-1946 as compared to the earlier year.
I

On the other hand, there were fewer agricultural workers and those

listed in the "other" group committed during the later year, both
relatively and absolutely.
The agricultural workers showed a greater decrease in the

number committed during 1945-1946 than any other occupational group,
with the decrease being from 164 (20.6 per cent of the total) to
56 (7.2 per cent of the total.)

Tyne of Crime for Which Committed;

Uo attempt will be made

here to analyze all the occupational groups in regard to the types
of crimes for which they were committed.
to be analyzed in this section are:

The occupational groups

agricultural, skilled workers,

semi-skilled workers, unskilled workers, and the "other" groin?.

These groups represented 94.3 yer cent of all persons committed

during 1939-1940, and 90.0 per cent of those during the later year.
It is apparent from Table XXI that those committed for homicide
seem to come more often from the agricultural, semi-skilled,
unskilled, and "other" group; those committed for rape, robbery,

aggravated assault, and burglary from the semi-skilled and
unskilled group; those for larceny and property violation from the

"other" group; those for forgery from the skilled, semi-skilled,
and the "other" group; those for embezzlement from the semi-skilled;
and those committed for the "all other" group coming from the

unskilled and "other" group in the greatest numbers.

TABLE XII
COMMITMENTS TO THE LOTTSIAEA STATE PENITEHTIART DURING THE TISCAL TEARS 1939-1940 ACT 1945-1946, CLASS IE ICT ACCORDING TO
OCCUPATION, ACT TTPE CT CHIME.

Agricultural

Type of
griae
Cozinl tted.

1232=1242

Homicide

24

14.6

15

27.0

4

5.0

5

Rape

4

2.4

2

3.0

-

-

Robbery

2

1.2

1

2.0

8

Agg7T.vs.ted
Assault

20

12.2

4

7-0

Burglary

62

37.9

12

Lar. &
Prop. Vio.

41

25.0

Porgery

7

Embertleaent

All other

Total

19^-1946
Six L

Skilled Workers
1939-1940
1245=1246
No,~
Lex
£

Seal-Skilled Workers

X2.39-19.40
K2x JL

1245=12^

4.2

20

12.7

16

4

3-4

4

2.5

10.0

3

2.6

13

3

3-0

6

5.1

21.0

29

35.0

53

16

29.0

21

26.0

4.3

—

—

9

2

1.2

—

—

2

1.2

6

11.0

164 100.0

56 100.0

Unskilled Workers

Other
1245-194$
Ko,

1239-194Q

1545-1?^
Ssu Ji

1939-194Q
Zsj. .A-

10.0

17

9.5

38

15.8

12

7.1

14

11.2

6

3-7

4

2.2

10

4.2

1

0.6

1

0.8

8.2

12

7.4

14

7.8

11

4.6

16

9.5

5

4.0

11

7.0

12

7.4

11

6.2

16

6.7

13

7.7

5

4.0

44.9

54

34.5

49

30.2

87

48.6

83

34.6

63

37.2

36

29.0

31

26.3

37

23.6

49

30.2

37

20.7

54

22.5

44

26.0

48

38.8

11.0

5

4.2

8

5.1

6

3-7

3

1.7

7

2.9

7

4.2

8

6.5

5

6.0

-

-

6

3-9

-

-

2

1.1

1

0.4

3

1.8

-

-

3

4.0

11

9.3

4

2.5

12

7.4

4

2.2

20

8.3

10

5.9

7

5.7

82 100.0

118 100.0

157 100.0

73

Ro.

162 100.0

JL

179 100.0

240 100.0

169 100.0

124 100.0
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Significant changes were found, in the number sentenced for the

various crimes within the occupational groups themselves.

For the

agricultural workers, homicide, rape, robbery, lerceny and property
violation, and the "all other" group of offenses were proportionately

more frequently the causes for commitments during 19^5-19^6 than

during the earlier year.

Commitments for aggravated assault, burglary,

forgery, and embezzlement seemed to decrease in Importance, causing
relatively fewer commitments during the later as compared to the
earlier year.

For the skilled workers, rape, aggravated assault, burglary,

larceny and property violation, and the "all other" groups were
proportionately more frequently the causes for commitments during

19^5-1946 than during the earlier year.

Commitments for homicide,

robbery, forgery, and embezzlement seemed to decrease in importance,
causing relatively fewer commitments during the later than during

the earlier year.
For the semi-skilled workers, rape, aggravated assault, larceny
and property violation and the “all other" group were proportionately

more frequently the causes for commitments during 19^5-19^ than
during the earlier year.

Commitments for homicide, robbery,

burglary, forgery and embezzlement seemed to decrease in importance

causing relatively fewer commitments during the later year as compared
to the earlier year.

Perhaps the absolute and relative Increase in

the number committed for larceny and property violation and the "all

other" group, and the decrease in the number committed for embezzlement
during 19^5-19^6 were the most significant changes occurring between
the two years
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In the unskilled, workers group it is found that homicide, rape,
i
aggravated assault, larceny and property violation, forgery, and the
Mall other" group were proportionately more frequently the causes for

commitments during 1945-1916 than during the earlier year.

The

number committed for robbery, burglary, and embezzlement showed both
a relative and absolute decrease as compared to the earlier year.

Both the absolute and relative Increase for the number committed for

homicide and the "all other" group during 1945-1966 seems to be
sig—'iflaa-t-

There was no substantial decrease in the number committed,

for ary crime.

In the occupational group classified e.c "ot'ner" there seemi to

be more significant changes.

There were proportionately more

committed for homicide, rape, larceny and property violation, and
forgery during 1945-1946 than there were during the earlier year.

Even though the number committed for rape remained the same for each
year (one), Its representativeness in the total Increased from 0.6
per cent during 1939-1940 to 0.8 per cent during 1945-1916.

Robbery,

aggravated assault, burglary, embezzlement, and the "all other" group
caused relatively fewer commitments in the later than in the earlier

year.
The most significant decline came in the number committed for

burglary.

There were 63 during the earlier year and only 36 during

the later year.

Hot only was there an absolute decrease in the

number charged with burglary, but also the proportion of persons so

classified, decreased, substantially.
listed as the crime of 37
2
*

During 1939
"19^O
*

, burglary was

per cent of the total committed, but

during 19^+5-19^6, it accounted for only 29.0 per cent of the total.

The absolute gain in the number committed for larceny and property
violation during 19^5-19^+6 as compared to 1939-19^+0 was only four,
but the number of persons so classified made a tremendous gain for

the later year.

During the earlier year larceny and property violation

accounted for only 26.0 per cent of the total commitments, but for
the later year it accounted for 38•9 per cent.

I

CHAPTER IV

COHCLUSIOITS

In the foregoing chapters an analysis was made of the persons

committed to the Louisiana State Penitentiary during the fiscal years
1939-1940 and 1945-1946.

Particular attention was directed at the

possible effects of the recent war upon, first, the pattern of crime
in the State; second, the characteristics of the persons admitted.

.Under the former category are considered the types of crimes for
which the person was sentenced, the place of crime, and the extent

of recidivism.

Characteristics of the adnittees analyzed were:

sex, age, marital status, religion, and occupation.

race,

To what extent

the observed changes may be attributed to the impact of war cannot

be determined, but it is felt that the war was in some degree
responsible for some of them.

The findings of this study are as

follows;

1.
year

The total commitments were somewhat fewer during the fiscal

1945-1946 than during 1939-1940, the numbers for these years

being 778 and 796 respectively.

2.

Homicide, rape, larceny and property violation, and the

"all other" group were proportionately more frequently the causes
for commitments during 1945—1946 than during 1939-1940.

On the other

hand, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, forgery, and embezzlement
seemed to decrease in importance, causing relatively fewer commitments

during the later than during the earlier year.
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3.

In regard, to the rural-urban distribution of rates of

commitments for the two years, it was found that the most rural

parishes had the lowest commitment rate during both years, with

that during 1945-1946 being lower than that during 1939-1940.
4.

The commitment rate for the most urban parishes was higher

during 1945-1946 than during 1939-1940.

This would seem to indicate

that, the correlation between crime and urbanity was higher during
the year at the close of the war than at the beginning.
5.

In regard to the rate of recidivism, it was found that the

rate of recidivism was greater among the persons committed during

1939-1940 than among those committed during the later year.

Out

of the 796 persons admitted during the former year, 40 per cent
(318 cases) had had previous commitment records.

This was the case

for only 23.4 per cent (182 cases) of the ones entering during the
latter year.
6.

Significantly larger proportions of Negroes than of whites

are included among those persons entering the state penitentiary.
This is true for both years under study, but is less so for 19451946.

Of the 796 commitments during 1939-1940, 67.6 per cent

(538 cases) were Negro, the remaining *
4
32
were white.

per cent (258 cases)

Of the 778 commitments during 1945-1946, 57•3 Per cent

(446 cases) were Negro; the remaining 42.7 per cent (332 cases) were

white.

In proportion to adult population, Negroes were committed

3,9 times as frequently as the whites during 1939-1940, but only
2.5 times as frequently during the later year.
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7.

Homicide, aggravated assault, ’burglary, larceny and property

violation, and the "all other" group were more frequently the causes

for commitments for the whites during 1945-1946 than during 1939“

1940, "both relatively and absolutely.

On the other hand, proportionately

fewer were committed for robbery, rape, forgery, and embezzlement

during the later than during the earlier year.
8.

For the Negro, relatively larger numbers were admitted for

homicide, rape, larceny and property violation, and the "all other"
group during 1945-1946 than during 1939-1940.

However, proportionately

fewer were committed for robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, forgery,

and embezzlement during the later than during the earlier year.
9.

The persons committed were overwhelmingly male.

In fact,

19 of every 20 persons admitted during both years were so classified.

Females were relatively less important, however, in 1945-1946.
10.

Homicide, rape, larceny and property violation, and the

"all other" group were proportionately more frequently the causes

for commitments for the males during 1945-1946 than during 1939-1940.

Robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, forgery, and embezzlement
seemed to decrease in importance, causing relatively fewer commitments
during the later than during the earlier year.
11.

For the females, larceny and property violation and the "all

other" group of offenses were proportionately more frequently the
causes for commitments during 1945-1946 than during 1939-1940.

Commitments for homicide, aggravated assault, burglary, and forgery

caused relatively fewer commitments during the later than during the

earlier year.

No females were committed for embezzlement for either
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The absolute and. relative importance of the number committed.

year.

for robbery Bhowed no change.

The average and. the median ages of the persons committed,

12.

to the state penitentiary during 1945-1946 were higher than those
during 1939-1940.

The average age for the earlier year was 27
4;
*

for the later year, 28.8.

The median age for the former year was

25.4; for the latter, 25.6.
Persons admitted for homicide, robbery, aggravated assault,

13.

burglary, and forgery during 1945-1946 had a higher median age than

the persons admitted for these corresponding crlnes during 1939-1940.

However, the median age was lower for those persons committed, for
rape, larceny and property violation, embezzlement, and the "all other”
group during the later as compared to the former year.
14.

There were more single persons committed for both years

than any other group, in both relative and absolute numbers.
statistics show that during the earlier year *
3
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The

Per cent of all

persons committed were single, and for the la.ter year 48.6 per
cent.

Hext to the single, the married group was sentenced more

often than any other group, comprising 33«5 per cent of the
commitments during 1939-1940 and 44.4 per cent of those during

the later year.

However, there were fewer single, widowed,

separated, and “common law" persons being committed during 1945-

1946 than for the earlier year.

The commitment rate for the single

and the separated showed the greatest decline.

The number of married

and divorced persons admitted during 1945-1946 showed an increase

as compared to the earlier year.
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15.

For the single, a relatively larger number were admitted,

for homicide, rape, larceny and property violation, and the "all
other” group during 1945-1946 than during 1939-1940.

On the other

hand, proportionately fewer were committed for robbery, aggravated
assault, burglary, forgery, and embezzlement during the later as

compared to the earlier year.
16.

In the married group we find that relatively larger numbers

were admitted for homicide, rape, larceny and property violation, and
the "all other" group during the later than during the earlier year.
Robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, and forgery decreased in
importance, causing relatively fewer commitments at the close of

than prior to the war.
17.

The majority of the persons admitted during the two years

expressed religious preferences.

This was less time during 1945-1946

than during 1939-1940, with 45 (5«3 per cent) and two (0.2 per cent)

reporting no religious preferences for the respective years.
18.

There was an absolute and relative Increase in the total

commitments of all religious denominations during 1945—1946 aB

compared to the number admitted during the earlier year, except the

"other" group.

The number of the "other" group committed declined

from 188 (23.6 per cent of the total) during 1939-1940 to 52 (6.7 per

cent of the total) during the later year.
19.

For the Catholics, homicide, rape, aggravated assault,

burglary, larceny and property violation, and the "all other" group

were proportionately more frequently the causes for commitments
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during 1945-1946 than during the earlier year.

However, robbery,

forgery, and embezzlement caused relatively fevzer commitments during

the later than during the earlier year.
For the Protestants, homicide, larceny and property violation,

20.

forgery, and the "all other" group were proportionately more frequently

the causes for commitments during 1945-1946 than during the earlier
Rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, and embezzlement

year.

caused relatively fewer commitments during the later than during the

earlier year.
21.

In regard to occupation, it was found that the less skilled

occupations furnished the majority of the number committed during

both year8.
22.

The number of professional persons, clerks and kindred

workers, skilled workers, semi-skilled workers,

unskilled workers,

and those with no occupation showed an absolute and relative increase
in the number committed during 1945-19^ as compared to the earlier

On the other hand, there were fewer agricultural workers and

year.

those listed in the "other" group committed during the later year,

both relatively and absolutely.
23.

The agricultural workers showed a greater decrease in the

number committed during 1945-1946 than any other occupational group,

with the decrease being fron 164 (20.6 per cent of the total) during
the earlier year to 56 (7.2 per cent of the total) during the later

year.
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24.

For the agricultural workers, homicide, rape, robbery,

larceny and. property violation, and the “all other" group of offenses
were proportionately more frequently the causes for commitment during

1945-1946 than during the earlier year.

Aggravated assault, burglary,

forgery, and embezzlement caused relatively fewer commitments during
the later than during the earlier year.
25.

Rape, aggravated assault, "burglary, larceny and property

violation, and the "all other" group were proportionately more
frequently the causes for commitments of the skilled workers during
1945-1946 than during the earlier year.

Homicide, robbery, forgery,

and embezzlement seemed to decrease in importance, causing relatively
fewer commitments during the later than during the earlier year.
26.

For the semi-skilled workers, rape, aggravated assault,

larceny and

property violation and the “all other" group were

proportionately more frequently the causes for commitments during
1945-1946 than during the earlier year.

Commitments for homicide,

robbery, burglary, forgery, and embezzlement caused relatively fewer
commitments during the later than during the earlier year.

27.

In the unskilled workers group it is found that homicide,

rape, aggravated assault, larceny and property violation, forgery,

and the "all other" group were proportionately more frequently the
causes for commitments during 1945-1946 than during the earlier year.
The number committed for robbery, burglary, and embezzlement showed

both a relative and absolute decrease as compared to the earlier

year.
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28.

For the occupational group classified, as ’’other", there
i

were proportionately more committed, for homicide, rape, larceny and

property violation, and forgery during 1945-1946 than during the
earlier year.

Robbery, aggravated assault, "burglary, embezzlement,

and the "all other" group caused relatively fewer commitments during
the later than during the earlier year.
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APPENDIX

THE MAJOR TYPES OF CRIMES USED THROUGHOUT THIS STUDY, WITH SUBTYPES,
ARE AS FOLLOWS.

Homicide

Murder - First Degree
Manslaughter - Other than motor vehicles
Homicide due to reckless driving of motor vehicles

Negligent Homicide - Other than motor vehicles
Bane

Rape

Statutory Rape

Carnal.knowledge of ward
Use of poison with intent to rape
Aiding and abetting rape

. Assault to rape

Breaking and entering daytime, intent rape
Robbery
Robbery armed

Robbery not armed
Assault to rob, armed
Assault to rob, not armed
Bank, safe, and vault robbery

Attempted robbery, armed
Conspiracy to commit a felony, or robbery
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Aggravated. Assault
Assault with intent to commit murder
Assault with intent to maim
Attempted, murder by poisoning, strangulation, etc.
Assault to commit a felony (Felonious assault)

Biting or maining (Mayhem)
Assault to do great bodily harm les3 than murder

Attempts to commit above

Burglary
Burglary

Breaking and entering at night - armed

Breaking and entering at night - not armed

Breaking and entering during day and entering without breaking
at any time

Burglary with explosives

Breaking and entering outside cases or receptacles
Assault with intent to commit burglary
Attempts to commit above (Breaking and entering steamboats or

railroad cars in day or nighttime)

Other Major Offenses

Arson
Possession of burglar’s tools

Kidnaping

Bombing and malicious destruction of property
Unlawful possession or use of explosives

Blowing up property occupied by human beings and placing
obstructions on railroad tracks
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Minor Assaults
Resisting officer in discharge of duty

Simple assault

Assault and battery

Others, as intimidation, drawing dangerous weapons, threatening life,
e tc •

Simple battery

Larceny and Property Violation
Larceny
Larceny from houses, store, factory, etc.

Larceny from person (Pickpocketing)
Buying, receiving, possessing stolen property

Removing contract or charttel mortaged property
Attempted violations of above
Auto Theft
Taking possession of and driving away motor vehicle

Attempts to unlawfully drive away motor vehicle

Unlawful use of auto (Failure to return hired motor vehicle
as agreed)
Forgery

Forgery and Counterfeiting

Uttering and publishing forged instruments
Attempts to commit above
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Embezzlement
Embezzlement

Falsely impersonating public officer
Obtaining money or property by false pretenses

Written false financial statements (False entries)
Gross frauds and. cheats by common law
Checks without sufficient funds (or using false or bogus checks)

Larceny by conversion (defacing or altering legal records)
Larceny by tricks

Conspiracy to defraud
Weapons

Carrying concealed weapons
Offenses against regulations on manufacture and sale of deadly
weapons and silencers

Sex Offenses
Accosting - second and third offenses
Indecent liberties.

Pandering, transporting, procuring women for prostitution
Keeping house of ill fame

Seduction
Sodomy, gross indecency or acts of sexual perversion

Debauching morals of children
Indecent exposure

Lewd and lascivious cohabitation

9^

Marriage laws

Abduction
Adultery

Bigamy and Polygamy

Incest and illegal marriage
Bastardy

Offense against family
Desertion and Abandonment
Non-support

Defusing to support wife and children as required in divorce

Cruelty
Contempt of court by non-payment of alimony

Drug laws

Violation of State Narcotic Drug Act

Traffic Law Violations
Driving while intoxicated, or under Influence of liquor
Reckless driving
Leaving the scene of accident
Misrepresentation of licenses required

Other traffic law violations
Liquor Laws

Violation of State Liquor Laws
Disorderly Conduct
Drunkenness or habitual drunkard

Disorderly conduct including disturbing the peace, public Intoxication

Vagrancy
Blasphemy, profanity, etc.
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Gambling

Keeping gaming room, etc., for hire, gain or reward.
Gambling in any manner
Conducting lotteries

Promoting or using gambling devices, etc.
Miscellaneous Offenses
Abortion and. illegal medical practices

Extortion
Bribery in general - Judicial officers - Legislators - Voters
Conspiracy - to obstruct justice - to commit crime

Perjury and subordination of perjury
Accessory before and after the fact

Assisting principal or accessory in crime
Escaping jail or prison or conspiring to such end

'

Aiding escapees from legal imprisonment

Using abusive and disloyal language against the United States of
America

DEFINITIONS OF CRIMES USED III THIS STUDY

The majority of the crimes listed, above are self-explanatory.

However, it is felt that some require definitions.

The Crimea with

definitions, are as follows

Homicide Is the killing of a human being by the act,

Homicide;

procurement or culpable omission of another.
Murder:

Murder is the killing of a human being.

Manslaughter:

Manslaughter is a homicide which would be murder

when the offender has a specific Intent to kill or to inflict great

bodily harm, but the offense is committed in sudden passion or heat
of blood immediately caused by provocation sufficient to deprive an

average person of his self-control and cool reflection.

Also,

manslaughter is a homicide committed without any intent to cause
death or great bodily harm.

Negligent Homicide;

Negligent homicide Is the killing of a

human being by criminal negligence.

Aggravated Rape;

Aggravated Rape is a rape committed where the

sexual intercourse is deemed to be without the lawful consent or the

female because it is committed under any one or more of the following
circumstances:

\A11 definitions are taken from the following book: Code of
Criminal Law and Procedure of the State of Louisiana, Edited and
Annotated by Benjamin Wall Dart, Second Edition. Indianapolis: The
Bobbs-Merrlll Company, 19^3•
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(1)

Where the female resists the act to the utmost, hut her

resistance is overcome by force.

(2)

Where she is prevented, from resisting the act hy threats

of great and. immediate bodily harm, accompanied hy apparent power
of execution.
(3)

Where she is under the age of twelve years.

Lack of

knowledge of the female’s age shall not he a defense.
Simple Rape:

Simple Rape is a rape committed where the sexual

intercourse is deemed to be without the lawful consent of the female
because it is committed under any one or more of the following

circumstances:

(1)

Where she Is incapable of resisting or of under standing

the nr-ture of the act, by reaeon of stupor or abnormal condition of the
mind produced by an intoxicating, narcotic or anesthetic agent,
administered by or with the privity of the offender; or when she has
such incapacity, by reason of a stupor or abnormal condition of

mind from any cause, and the offender knew or should have known of

her incapacity.
(2)

Where she submits under the belief that the person committing

the act is her husband and such belief is intentionally Induced by

any artifice, pretense, or concealment pra.cticed by the offender.
(3)

Where she is incapable, through unsoundness of mind,

whether temporary or permanent, of understanding the nature of the

act; and the offender knew or should have known of her incapacity.
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Armed. Robbery;

Armed. Robbery is the theft of anything of value

from the person of another or which is in the immediate control of
another, by use of force or intimidation, while armed with a dangerous

weapon.
Simple Robbery:

Simple Robbery is the theft of anything of value

from the person of another or which is in the immediate control of

another, by use of force or intimidation, but not armed with a
dangerous weapon.

Aggravated Assault:

Aggravated Assault is an assault committed

with a dangerous weapon.

Burglary:

Burglary is the unauthorized entering of any vehicle,

water craft, dwelling or other structure, movable or immovable, with

the Intent to commit any forcible felony or any theft therein.
Arson:

Arson is the Intentional damaging by any explosive

substance or the setting fire to any structure, water craft, movable
or immovable, wherein it is foreseeable that human life might be

endangered.
Assault;

Assault is an attempt to commit a battery or the

intentional placing of another in reasonable apprehension or
receiving a battery.

Battery:

Battery is the intentional use of force or violence

upon the person of another; or the intentional administration of a
poison or other noxious liquid or substance to another.
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Larceny:

Larceny and. theft are synonymous.

Theft is the

i

Disappropriation or taking of anything of value which belongs to
another, either without the consent of the other to the Disappropri
ation or taking, or by means of fraudulent conduct, practices or
representations.

Forgery:
to defraud,

Forgery is the false making or altering, with intent

of any signature to, or any part of, any writing purporting

to have legal efficacy.
Embezzlement:

Embezzlement is the appropriation fraudulently to

one’s own use funds or property entrusted to one’s care.

Larceny,

theft and embezzlement are more or less synonymous.
Abduction:

Abduction is the unlawful taking away of a female

for purposes of marriage or defilement, as distinguished from

kidnaping.

Adultery is the voluntary sexual intercourse by

Adultery;

a married man with another than his wife or by a married woman

with another than her husband.

Bigamy:

Bigamy is the marriage to another person by a porcon

already married and having a husband or wife living; or the habitual

cohabitation, with such second husband or wife, regardless of the
place where the marriage was celebrated.
Extortion:

Extortion is the communication of threats to another

with the intention thereby to obtain anything of value or any

acquittance, advantage, or immunity of any description.
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OCCUPATIONAL CLASSIFICATION

As has already "been pointed out in the section on occupation,

it was difficult to determine, in some instances, which occupations

should be classified under the different categories.

This was made

more difficult by the lack of knowledge of the skillfvlness of the
person in his occupation.

With these difficulties in mind the

following classification was derived by the writer:
Professional Persons

Banker
Clergyman

Civil Engineer
Professor

Clerks and Kindred Workers
Accountants
Agents, including transportation and communication

,

Bookkeepers

Office Clerks
Salesmen
Stenographers
Agricultural workers
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Skilled. Workers
Barber

Boilermaker

Bricklayer
Carpenter (Building trades)
Mechanic

Plumber

Shoemaker
Semi-skilled. Workers

Butcher

Chauffer

Fisherman
Oil Field, worker

Railroad worker (also steam worker)
Sailor

Sawmill worker

Soldier
Truck Driver

Cook
Unskilled Workers

Laundry worker
Maid

Yardman
Waiter
Porter
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Other
Housewife
Miscellaneous

Hone
Those having no occupation
Student

Department of Institutions
Penal Institutions
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ADMISSION FORM
Description and Social Data

Code

i

Name of Inmate.........................................................................................................................
Name of Institution...................................................................................................................
Inmate Number............. .-............................................................................................................
Crime Committed...................................................... :...............................................................

Sentence—.................................................;.................................................................................
Minimum Years....................................................................................................
Minimum Months..................................................................................................
Maximum Years...................................................................................................

Maximum Months.................................................................................................

Date of Commitment—Month
Day................................................................................................
Year................................................................................................

Age on Commitment.... ;..........................................................................................................
Race................... .......................................... ................................................................................
Sex.............................................................................. ..................................................................

Nativity of Inmate................................................................................................................
Nativity of Father.................................................................................................................
Nativity of Mother.................................................................................... .............................
Time Interval—In U. S.........................................................................................................
Time Interval—In Louisiana...............................................................................................
Time Interval—In Location of Crime..............................................................................
Place of Crime—City..................................................... Parish
Citizenship......................... ;.......................................................................................................
Marital Status..........................................................................................................................
Number Children...... •................................ ...........................x.............................................................................................
Religion.....................................................................................................................................
Occupation..............................................................................................................................
Economic Status....... ..............................................................................................................
Physical Condition.................................................................................................................
Mental Condition....................................................................................................................
Previous Record.......................................................................................................

Juvenile Court.................................................................................................................
Jail and Correctional....................................................................................
Previous Prison Sentence this State.................................

Previous Prison Sentence other States.......................................................
Sentencing Judge.............................................................
(Use Classification of Social Data and Description as Per List Submitted.
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Card Verified

Date

Date

<1

'
1

inmate
number

2=5
0 0 0 0 0

v»i 1 2
-li i
.

3

4 5

S 7

11111

**■ ’
o

57Y 2 2 2 2

CRIME
COMMITTE-)

SENTENCE
NININl'JI MH.'HON

NATIVITY

DATE Of
CaSM.TKERT

0000
8 9 19 li 12 n
1111 11

I T
[If

1

>—
■ >- QC
«:
CD
«t
LU
0*6 [o’o o“ 0°D (To

«< £
re

olo’o

0^0

X 21

X X 31
ill 1

32 J3 34 35 3cj2 ; 3a 33 40 <1 4 2 43 M

v« I
Or
=-

0*0

JM

i

uj

Is 17. IS 19

1111

1 1

72 23 74 25

11I11

”h

TE

1

1

CD
(Too; ■KiSS
3 0 0 0 0
1 11

Joo

1 1 HI

li

1

ar
0
—
e2

3 glf Ja: -r <
“liS£8i =
0T0 0 o!o 0 0 Gib
45 46 47 a 43 M 5152
T
1I1I1 1 1 ill
111

2 2 2 2 2 2j2 2] 2 2 2 2

2 212 2 2 2 2 2
■

2,2 2

1

2 2 2 2

2 2

1
3,3 3 3 3 3 333333333333 33333333333333 3 3 3
li
Hi
Mil
“'4 4:4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4.4 4 4 4,4 4 4 4, 4 4|4 4.4 4 4 4 444 4 4 4 4 4 4
II
1
1
<'5 5’5 5 5 5 5
5 5 5 5:5 5'5 5 5 5 5 5,5 5
5 5 5 5
5 5 5 5,5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5,
5
1
1
II
II
|
II
I

2 2 2l 1

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

111 1,1 1,1 11111

|N

7.7 7 7 7,7 7 7
1

1,1 1 1

7 7 7 7 7

J0 0 0
1 111

56 57 56

s DATE OF
i DISCHARGE
2
w

=fT

TOTAL
TiM£

COMF1MEO

TOTAL
TIME
AWAY

1

S

LU 3-

CE
<z> r;
«c •8.
«x
1 1 a. =5
“ O 1 >«x UJ
«c uj
-00
b o’o'o°o o*o
0*0
0 0,0 0 0 0 0 0
5Si6u 61 62 63 M 15 66 67 Ei 63 70 71 72 73 4 75 76 77
ill ill 1

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1]1 1 1111

sib
0 010
7,73'6.1

1TI1

3 33 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3 3'

33

3 3 3 3

55

5 5 5 5 5 5

DC
13 3 3 3 3 3 t5
;h m

III 4 4'4*4 4 41 44 4'4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 44 4 4 14 4 4 4 4<^

1
1
5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 55 5 5
11!
1
5 6 6 f 6 6 6 6,5.6 6 6 6
1
7 7 7j

7 7 7|

777777

66

1

6 6 > 6 6 6

66 1 6 6

7 7 7 77
|

7 7

Illi

<z

5 5 5 5 5|5 ^2
«« <11

7 7

7 7 7 >

8 3 88 8 8 8 8 3 J 8 3 8 3 8,8'8 5 8 8 6 8
8 8'8 8 8 8
8 8 8( 8 8 8 8 8’ !S118 3
8 8 8 8
8 8 8 8
1 1 II
1
III
1
1
1
|
IH
II IH
1
9
9
9'
9 g'g 9 9 9 s
9 9 9 9 9 3 3 9 9 9 3
9999 99 990999 9, 9 9 9 9 ,919 9 9 9 S
919 9 9 9 399999' 9 9 9 9 9 9, 9 9 9 9, 99 9 9! 9 9 9 9 9 9
li
4 5 1 jl
t u inu ijIh ij!i« i;Iii it; 2: 22 .’.74 7'. X 2' .il.t-B 11IE jj' m nlxb;
4.’! 44 15 46 47I414! s »*' 32 3*M 5! 56 57 5*1 i 60 S' 62 63 64 65'
U 69’ 70 Ji! n >j. 7 4175 76 771 JI 21'?3
IBM 7127 26
- -.4
C£MS ID F04 US £ QNOfl P*T£MV ’ 772.412

388888883386
“3888888
l
1

Bi

□

1 1I1I 5

4 4 4,4,4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4
LULL
II

K S 6.66666 6 6 6 6 5 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6:6 6 6 6 5 6 6 6:6 6:6 6 6 6 6.6 6 6 6 6 6
II II
1
i
1
I
I
II

011'11111

33

<3
SE
3
K

in
PUNCH ON FINAL DISCHARGE
2 2 2'2 2 2 2 2 2:2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 22 2 2j 7 2 2 2 2 2 21oo

2 2 2 2 2 212

“1

1

Previous

H 5. RECC’D

PUNCH ON COMMITMENT TO THE INSTITUTION

m3

’

il

i

VITA

The author was horn November 9» 1919, in Slocomb, Alabama.
He received, his elementary and. secondary education in the public
schools of that city and ms graduated from Slocomb High School,

Slocomb, Alabama, Hay, 1938
*

He entered the University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Alabama.,
in September, 1938. "b'J-t transferred to Louisiana State University,

Baton Rouge, Louisiana, in May, 19^0, where he received the Bachelor
of Science Degree in August, 19^2.

In October, 19^2, he entered

the Army and remained there until January, 19^5» when he was

discharged.

Upon his discharge, he returned to Louisiana State

University where he was employed by the Agricultural Extension

Division until August, 19^5.

In September, he enrolled in the

University for graduate study in Sociology.

At the present time

he is a candidate for the degree of Master of Arts.

105

EXAMINATION AND THESIS REPORT

Candidate: George W. Bedsole
Major Field:

Sociology

Title of Thesis: Icxixfctxxixxsi Commitments to Louisiana State Penitentiary,
Fiscal Year3 1939-19hO and 1?14$—19U6

Approved:

E X A MI NTNG C0MMITTEE:

Date of Examination:

May 12, 19
*4-7

During the

